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GARNERING THE PAST
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In the happiness of his subjects lies the king's happiness; in their welfare his
welfare. He shall not consider as good only that which pleases him but treat as
beneficial to him whatever pleases his subjects.

Kautilya's Arthaskastra (1.19.34)

or some time now, there has been growing concern among scholars in various disciplines in

India to go back into the pastand to rediscover the ancient wisdom for which India had once

been famous. There is a felt need to collect, transiate, transcreate extant treatises and
works of antiquity. The Indian publishing industry seems to be particularly tuned into this demand
that the market seems to offer.

However, there is a wide gap between desire and implementation due to some obvious
difficulties peculiar to theIndian situation. For one thing, much of the extant material—manuscripts,
texts, and commentaries in any field, whether it be philosophy, politics, medicine, music, dance or
art—is scattered throughout this vast land, often in the hands of private individuals who may not
evenrealize the worth of what they hold. Therefore there is an urgent need to create a national bank
of ancient treatises, along the lines of the National Archives, and to draw from various sources the
material that may be in danger of getting lost, The old princely states which once housed invaluable
material have been guilty in the post-independence period of disposing of much of it as waste
material. In cases where the value has been recognized, the possessors have been holding out for dis-
proportionately large compensation. A case in point is the Raigarh collection of the erstwhile
Maharaja Chakradhar Singh which included, apart from his own original compositions of musicand
dance, rare old manuscripts and treatises. Unless such collections are immediately attached as
national property, by statute, on payment of suitable compensation, they may be lost forever.
Organizations like the INTACH, the Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts, Bharat Bhavan in
Bhopal and the Ministry of Culture which is engaged in drawing up a national cultural policy,
should join hands to retrieve, store and preserve manuscripts and documents in one place.

The nextstep would be to forma large panel of scholars in Sanskrit, Persian and Prakrit to embark
on translating the material thus garnered into English and other Indian languages and to publish
them. The entire processis likely tobe an expensive one and hencea subsidy programme to help this
venture would have to be thought of.

It is in this context that Penguin India's publication of Kautilya's Arthashastra, edited and
translated by L.N. Rangarajan is very welcome. Basing his work on the earlier translations by
Dr Shamasastry and Dr Kangle, Rangarajan's painstaking effort has been born out of his conviction
in the continuing relevance and universal applicability of Kautilya's precepts in the areas of justad-
ministration, economy or relations between states. Steering clear of two extreme points of view of
either, like A.B. Keith, denying that Kautilya said anything useful at all—" It would, indeed, be
melancholy if this were the best that India could show against the Republic of Plato or the Politics
of Aristotle"— or holding that Kautilya was a lone genius, Rangarajan has attempted to correct’the
popular image of Kautilya born out of ignorance of what heactually wrote and tolet Kau tilya speak
for himself.

The members of the editorial advisory board wish the readers of The Book Review a very happy
New Year.
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omparative Political Philosophy is
< perhaps the maiden venture in

putting together analyses of
political philosophy from different cul-
tures. In doing so, it breaks the taboo of
treating non-western political thinking
assomething untouchablein comparison
to the western political philosophy. In the
opinion of one of the editors of the vol-
ume under review, Anthony J. Parel, this
taboo applies only with reference to the
modern western political philosophy
whichhas staked, foratleast thelast three
hundred years, its claim to universality.
By modern western political philosophy
Parelmeansliberalism/utilitarianismand
socialism. As henotes, “Itisasif theseare
not just products of modern West, but that
they are products of universal reason it-
self” (p.1). However, as Parel himself rec-
ognizes, modernity is the great subverter
of classical and medieval traditions of po-
litical philosophy even in the West. In
view of this, the modern western political
philosophy as a reignant perspective is
the subverter not only of non-western
political philosophy but also of a particu-
lar mode of perceiving political reality—
amode usually characterized as the clas-
sical perspective. Viewed thus, it is not
certain that it is the modern western po-
litical philosophy which has been the
cause of the exclusion of non-western
political philosophy from the world
community of ideas.

It is interesting to note that even as
perceptive a political philosopher as Eric
Voegelin, who has written so much
against the modern approach to politics,
has no hesitation in relegating Indian,
Chineseand other non-western traditions
of political thinking to the background
characterizing them as non-philosophi-
cal. The antipathy to non-western tradi-
tions of political philosophy is not really,
then, modern;itis deeply ingrainedinthe
West and not easily erased or overcome.
Viewed in this context, the publication of
Comparative Political Philosophyis an act of
courage and a landmark in the literature
on political philosophy. Itis doubly so be-
causeit rejects the claim of universality of
the modern western philosophy, on the
onehand, and bringstogether analyses of
four—western, Chinese, Indian and the
Islamic—traditions of philosophical
thinking on things political under one
cover.

Undoubtedly,Comparative Political Phi-
losophy constitutes a decisive break from
the past. It is expected that this break will
now bring to an end the two baneful
consequences of western supercilious-
ness. Jtis expected that cross-fertilization
of political philosophical stances, ap-
proaches and ideas, that was blocked at
the source and has remained so for long,
would now become possible. It is true
that each of these non-western traditions
has been profusely written about and
commented upon. However, they have
been seldom put tcgether in juxtaposi-
tion to western political philosophy. Also,
the denigration of indigenous traditions

Breaking a Taboo

Ramashray Roy

COMPARATIVE POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY: STUDIES UNDER THE UPAS TREE
Edited by Anthony J. Parel and Ronald C. Keith
Sage Publications, New Delhi, 1992, pp. 260 including Index, Rs. 225.00

of philosophical thinking about political
lifeas a consequence of the ascendance of
the modern western political philosophy
asadominantideology would, itishoped,
now cometoan end. Butitall dependson
the extent to which political philosophy
becomes comparableacross culture. Parel
himself recognizes the difficulties bedev-
illing such a comparative endeavour.
However, he is confident that these diffi-
culties can be successfully overcome if,
following Leo Strauss, one views politi-
cal philosophy as the quest for “knowl-
edge of political phenomena—"knowl-
edge” asdistinct from “opinion” or mere
ideology or social science theory.”

One can appreciate the need to make
the distinction between knowledge and
opinion. However, such a distinction
alone does not solve the problem. Apart
from thequestion of how we know knowl-
edge when we have it there is also the
question of how we construct know-
ledge Parelavers that knowledgeofthings
political “is the product, ultimately, of
rational reflection on the data of insight
and experience. Each culture has its own
basic insights about what constitutes the
good life and the good regime; it has its
own peculiar experiences which give
institutional and intellectual expression
to these insights. True, political philoso-
phy emerges as a result of the interaction
between such insights and experiences.

But the question of “insight into what”
must be raised. This Parel does not do.
owever, the answer comes forth in
chapter 2. As Barry Cooper notes, politi-
cal philosophy proceeds on the assump-
tion that there is an order of being and
that it has or can have access to it; that is,
beyond the realities of the world, the
lasting and passing of things, there is the
world-transcendent source or ground of
these things or of their being (p. 34).
This is, no doubt, a pure Voegelinian
vintage and one need not dispute the
proposition that insight into order is
derived from the soul’sattunement to the
divine ground of being. However, one
needs to raise the question of whether
this insight into order and its experience
can be fully articulated and expressed
through rational reflection. It is true that
philosophy is a public activity and must
be communicable in order to be under-
stood, evaluated, and shared or rejected.
However, the insight into and experi-
ences of order are not entirely affable;
they cannot, as such, be completely ex-
plained or communicated through ra-
tional reflection. One needs to go beyond
ratiocinationand logicalanalysis, whether
of dialectical variety or not,in order to ar-
ticulate an experience that is personal,to
be sure, but which resonates witha share-
able commonality. To insist on affability
as the sole criterion of political philoso-

By restoration of political science is meant a return to the
consciousness of principles, not perhaps a return to the
content of an earlier attempt. Much can be learned, to be sure,
from the earlier philosophers concerning the range of prob-
lems, as well as concerning their theoretical treatment; but
the very historicity of human existence, that is, the unfolding
of the typical in meaningful concreteness, precludes a valid
reformulation of principles through return to a former con-
creteness. Hence, political science cannot be restored to the
dignity of theoretical science in the strict sense by means of a
literary renaissance of philosophical achievements of the past;
the principles must be regained by a work of theoretization
which starts from the concrete, historical situation of the age,
taking into account the full amplitude of our empirical

knowledge.

—Eric Voegelin, The New Science of Politics

POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY

phy is to leave certain experiences and
theirarticulation in non-"rational” modes
out of reckoning. The love of wisdom
does not always translate itself into
or make its appearance in a logical
rational mode.

Itisnottodenigrate therole of rational
reflection in knowledge construction.
However,to treat it as the only way of
knowledge construction is to truncate
philosophy. Also, political philosophy
does concern itself with the question of
thegood regime. However, can this ques-
tion be separated from the question of
what constitutes the good life? If the
conception of the good regime cannot be
delinked from that of the good life, clarity
about the status of the political becomes
necessary. If by the political is meant
something distinct fromand autonomous
of other areas of life, then there is always
the danger of politics making a claim to
autotelism and perverting human exis-
tence as it has done in modern times. If,
on the other hand, the political is simply
a link between the sheer givens of nature
and society on the one side, and the tran-
scendental ends towards which men
aspire on the other, the question of the
natureofthislink mustberesolved. What
principles should govern the functioning
of this link is a question that cannot be
resolved by a reference to the distinction
between knowledge and opinion. Also, it
can be left neither to the working of the
givens of nature and society nor to values
men aspire for. This is so for the reason
that while these givens themselves need
to be transformed in the light of some
values, the realization of these values
depends on how the political as a link
operates.

It can also be argued that manifesta-
tion of these values and the proper work-
ing of the political is dependent on the
degree to which the primordial insight
into the structure of order is internalized
and institutionalized. Two questions
assume importance here. First, is it neces-
sary or desirable to give a central place to
politicsin promoting and regulating social
life? The relevance of the distinction Rab-
indra Nath Tagore makes between Uni-
versal Empire and Universal Society
comes readily to mind. Second, while
philosophy grows out of the insight into
the structure of order, it is not necessary
that the nature or apprehension of this
insight beinvariantin timeand space. As
amatterof fact, this insight differsin time
and space. As Parel himself admits, “the
emergence of political philosophy is
conditioned by the culturaland linguistic
traditions within which it occurs. And
these traditions tend to produce, among
other things texts whichare recognizably
political. . . “"However, their study, taken
in their historical and intellectual con-
texts, reveals that “they contain differ-
ences as well as similarities with respect
totheir keyideas” (p.2). Assuch, on what
grounds do we compare political philo-
sophical writings arising in or derived
from different cultures?
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Comparative
Political
-Philosophy

Political Philosophy,as Leo Strauss states,
is the quest for knowledge’ of the politi-
cal phenomena—'knowledge’ as distinct
from “opinion’, or mere ideology or social
science theory. Such ‘knowledge’ is the
product, ultimately, of rational reflection
on the data of insight and experience.
Each culture has its own basic insights
about what constitutes the good life and
the good regime, it has its own peculiar

experiences which give institutional and
intellectual expression to these insights.

- : Apolitical philosophy emerges as a result

of the interaction between such insights
and experiences.
But the emergence of political philosophy is conditioned by the cultural and
linguistic traditions within which it occurs.

—Anthony J. Parel, Comparative Political Philosophy

Parel hopes that the path for compara-
tive political philosophy can be cleared
by identifying what Voegelin calls the
“phenomenon of equivalences”. As ex-
amples of such equivalences, Parel refers
to Aristotelianpolitikos and the Confucian
Junzi, Indian dharma and the pre-modern
western notion of “natural justice”, Is-
lamic prophet-legislator and the Platonic
philosopher-king (p.12). This is no place
toexamineinany detail the merit of these
equivalences. However, it can be argued
that, even whilesuch equivalencesarear-
ticulated throughsimilarontological cate-
gories, the structure of reality appre-
hended through these categories and its
psychologicaland institutional moorings
and requirements are differentially con-
ceived and articulated in different cul-
tures. As such, itisnotclearasto what the
term “equivalences” actually refers to.
Does it refer to the structure of order
apprehended through insight,the articu-
lation and institutionalization of this
insight,or thelabels withthe help of which
the reality underlying them is sought to
be communicated? As the five volume
study of Order and History by Voegelin
reveals, theinsight into and experience of
order are highly differentiated and have
differential pragmatic consequences. It is
not, therefore, possible to compare these
differentiated insights and their institu-
tional expressions without evolving
proper and effective categories for com-
paring political philosophy across time
and space.

It is not surprising, then, that Parel
himself recognizes the difficulties con-
fronting comparative political philoso-
phy. These difficulties cannot be easily
overcome. The resource to equivalences
is unavailing insofar as the very concept

of equivalenceis problematic becauseitis

ambiguous. Moreover, even if we suc-
ceed in discovering real equivalences, it
is not certain that the difficulties associ-
ated with comparing political philosophi-
cal writings across cultures will dissolve.

Comparison requires the identifications
of something transcending individual
lives and social existence with reference
to which evaluation of different insights
into the structure of order and their insti-
tutionalexpressions canbemade. Aslong
as we lack such a referent, comparative
political philosophy will not get off the
ground.

Itisinthelight of these considerations
that the use of the metaphor of the Upas
treeis interesting.Parel refers specifically
to the baleful “effect of modernity in
thought and action” which has, because
of jts self-aggrandizing tendency, pre-
vented other thought systems to compete
for articulation, ascendance and control.
It is again this modernity which has, in
the view of the editors of this book,
blocked the development of comparative

The philosophy of order and history is
a western symbolism because west-
ern society has received its historical
form through Christianity. And the
Patres of early Christianity could
create the symbolism because they
could draw on the resources of Israel
and Hellas when they articulated their
own modes of existence. As Clement
of Alexandria formiulated it: “To the
barbarians God has given the Law
and the Prophets; to the Hellens he
has given philosophy; so that the ears
of both might be prepared to hear the
Gospel.” And on the same relation in
retrospect: “To us he gave the New
Testament; those of the Judaeans and
Hellens are the old ones.”

—Eric Voegelin,

Order and History: The World
of Polis, II

political philosophy. But if the preceding
analysis has any significance, the trouble
lies deeper. The Upas treeof modernity is
slowly dying of its own poisonous emis-
sions. Therelevant question hereis: What
does takeits place? Looking to the grow-
ing popularity in the West of what, for
want of a better label, is known as post-
modernism, it is very doubtful whether
the kind of political philosophy the edi-
tors of the book under review have in
mind will ever take off.

It should also be noted here that the
title of the book is only normative; it has
no real pragmatic significance insofar as
comparing political philosophy across
cultures is concerned. There is no evi-
dence of any systematic attempt even in
this book to identity the components of a
comparative framework. What it does is
to place in one volume perspectives on
things political drawn from four differ-
ent cultures, viz. the West, China, India
and the Islamic. There is no doubt that
even the putting together of these four
different perspectives is something to be
greatly lauded. And when these perspec-
tives span over two different ages and
stages in the development of each of the
cultures included here, the fare becomes
really very rich. However, putting to-
gether of different strands of political
thinking under one cover does notamount
to comparison. One can only hope that
the book under review will supply the
much needed impetus to the develop-
ment of a comparative framework with
respect to political philosophy.

If as a comparative exercise, Compara-
tive Political Philosophy fails to exemplify
its title, as a collection of discrete analyti-
cal and intellectual writings about four
distinct cultures it is eminently useful
and stimulating. One may cavil at the
inability of Barry Cooper (chapter 3) to
transcend the limitations of the Voegelin-
ian framework; one may also find fault
with Robert X. Ware (chapter 6) for his
failure to set forth the true import of
democracy and its relationship with the
contemporary Chinese political experi-
ence; and one may also criticize Yusuf K.
Umar (chapter 9) for abstaining from
evaluating Al-Farabi’s Platonic solution
of the tension between Islamic religious
orthodoxy and philosophical open-
ness.However, each of the articles in-
cluded in this collection is competently
written and is of immense value to the
students of political philosophy.

Comparative Political Philosophy an-
nounces the end of the domination of
modern western political philosophy.
This is itself is something to be admired.
Its utility, insofar as it throws in sharp
relief the structure of both classical and
modern political thinking in different
cultures, is beyond any doubt. This is a
welcome addition to the growing corpus
of writings on political philosophy.

Ramashray Roy is a Senior Research Fel-
lowat the Centre for the Study of Developing
Societies.

HISTORY

A Command
Performance?

T.C.A. Ramanuja Chari

THE END OF HISTORY AND THE LAST
MAN
By Francis Fukuyama

Penguin Books, U.KA, 1992,
ppxxiii+418, $2.95

‘e End of History and the Last Man is
Fukuyama's paean for the victory

of liberal democracy and economic
liberalism and the winding up of the
Leninist-Stalinist Soviet experiment. The
enthusiasm is natural. But his Chiliastic
assertion that this victory is “the end-
pointof mankind’sideological evolution”,
thatit has given “theonly form of govern-
ment that has survived intact to the end of
the twentieth century”, and that the two
together constitute “the end of history” is
priestcraft despite his claim of supportby
historical evidence of the kind summa-
rized below.

First, are the facts of the survival and
spread of liberal principles of economics
proof that Socialist Central planning re-
sultsonly in backwardness and poverty?
He points to the acceptance by Chinaand
the other Communist countries of the
logic of technologically driven economic
modernization, of the basic terms of the
universal capitalist economic cultureand
of competition and determination of
prices by market mechanisms (p. 96-97).

Second, modern science transmuting
itself as technology guarantees increas-
ing homogenization of all human socie-
ties regardless of their historical origins
and cultural inheritances, by initiating
and sustaining: :

i) the drive to reach ever higher
levels of sophistication and effi-
ciency to achieve a uniform hori-
zon of economic production pos-
sibilities, limitless acquisition of
wealth and. the satisfaction- of
expanding human desires;

i) the competition for acquiring
parity in military capability by
defensive modernization with
other countries which have ac-
quired a decisive military advan-
tage by most effectively develop-
ing, producing and deploying
technology;

iii) the imperative need for rational
organization of labour;

iv) the creation of global markets by
creating parallel economic aspi-
rations and practices; and

V) consistent, large-scale changes in
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social structures suchasacentral-
ized state, urbanization, displace-
ment of traditional forms of social
organization by economically ra-
tional unitsbased on functionand
efficiency.

Thus, diverse and different societies
around the world get linked to one an-
other.

All this and more strewn over the first
three parts of the book persuade
Fukuyama to declare that the logic of
modern natural science dictates evolu-
tion in auniversal, single, coherent direc-
tion of capitalism. He asserts further that
the central planning for socialistic objec-
tives is totally inadequate to create or
reach up to the post-industrial economic
organization.

Third, the number of countries that
have adopted liberal democracy has in-
creased to sixty-one in 1990 from three in
1790, five in 1848, thirteen in 1900, twenty-
fivein 1919, and thirty-six in 1960. This is

. not a momentary upturn in the fortunes
of liberal democracy.

Leaning heavily on Alexandre
Kojeve,the twentieth century interpreter
of Hegel, Fukuyama concludes that His-
tory is directional, cumulative,unilinear,
irreversible and is the story of man’s
progressive rise to full rationality. His-
tory is a dialogue between societies. This
dialogueis resolved whenthelesscontra-
dictory sidesurvivesand those with grave
internal contradictions fail and are suc-
ceeded by others that manage to over-
come those contradictions.

He argues that liberal democratic so-
cieties are free from contradictions. Unlike
the authoritarian states of the Right these
succeed in controlling civil society as they
have a reserve store of legitimacy and of
serious ideas capable of sustaining inter-
nalcohesionand societal integrity. Unlike
the authoritarianism of the Left, these do
not seek to subordinate the whole of civil
society to their control including what
their citizens are allowed to think. These
do not demand either loyalty to an ideol-
ogy that provides a comprehensive view
of human life or unquestioning obedi-
ence to that view of life as interpreted by
the state represented by the Party or the
Fuherer or the Leader. These do not en-
compass terror, abrogation of civil and
human rights or destruction of civil soci-
ety in its entirety.

Fukuyama assetts that the unique
distinction of being the only coherent
political aspiration is due to the fact that
liberal democracy gives full scope to
man’s primordial desire for recognition
of his identity, worth and dignity by his
equals and peers. The first moment of
that encounter between equals was a
bloody battle unto death for prestige.
When it ended in the surrender of one to
the other, the victor became the master
and the loser the slave. Thus society was
divided into classes, not based on eco-
nomic function but between masters who
were willing to risk their lives, and slaves

HISTORY
AND
1 DAST

who were not.

Both masters and slaves were dissatis-
fied with their lot because the former got
recognition not from his peers but from
the vanquished. The slaves’ dissatisfac-
tion drovethemto discover modernnatu-
ralscienceand thereby to creativeand en-
riching changes by conformingto thedis-
ciplineofa work ethic. Thus both masters
and slaves rid themselves of their respec-
tive dissatisfaction.

The desire for recognition therefore
provides the missing link between liberal
economics and liberal politics. Liberal
societies are founded on reciprocal and
equal agreemem among citizens to mu-

| tually recognize each other and not to

interfere with each other’slivesand prop-
erty. Thusthe universaland homogenous
state is born. The moment of its birth is
the end of History.

Fukuyama’s Elisyum is vulnerable to
disruptionand subversion by a variety of
factors and tensions. Some of these are :

i) the total exclusion of any prin-
ciple or element of economic jus-
tice from the connotation of eco-
nomic liberalism (p. 42);

ii) thetotal exclusionof “second and
third generation” rights like the
right to employment, housing or
health care, and confining indi-
vidualrightsor freedomto Bryss’s
enumeration of individual civil
rights to be exemption, except
when needed to protect the inter-
est of the state and community
against present and imminent
danger, from control by the State
over the citizen’s person, prop-
erty, religious beliefand practices
and in all matters (p. 42-43);

iii) the unresolved (unresolvable!)
tension between democracy’s
demand for substansive equality
of oneand all, that is, equal treat-
mentof unequalsand liberalism’s
rationality of conceding differ-
ences amongst individuals re-
latable to endowment, talent and
capacity and therefore, conced-
ing only legal or formal
equa]ity,namely, of the right to

compete;

iv)  the tension arising out of accom-
modatingonly Libertyand Equal-
ity but not “Fraternity” of the
French Revolution triad out of
whichraises all kinds of economic
and political rivalry and positive
unwillingnessto shareknowledge
and technology at domestic and
international levels; -

v) the tensions arising out of the
vested interest of developed coun-
tries in keeping the under-and
least-developed countries (UDC
and LDC) as such;

vi) thetension arising out of democ-
racy accepting the demands of
present-oriented appetitive pos-
sessive consumerism, of instant
satisfaction of desire for power
and other wants with no concern
or regard for the past or the future
and liberalism accepting the
demands of citizenship (pridein,
fidelity to, and the instinct to pro-
tect and preserve roots, identity,
heritage, mutuality of rights and
obligations).

Any of these singly or in combination
with one or more of the other factors is
capable of disrupting Fukuyama'’s con-
ception of the ‘Ultimate’ in the evolution
of man’s ideology and economic and
political practice. :

Fukuyama has elevated the contem-
porary situation to the status of theend of
history conceived by Kant and given
substanceto by Hegeland Marx but with-
out accounting for the disruptive factors,
some of which have been mentioned
above. Not only that. He has not, by de-
sign or lack of care, cleared up a legiti-
mate doubt. That is, whether the contem-
porary situation, after the collapse of the
socialist experiment, is not merely a more
highly refined variant of capitalism, as
envisioned by Marx, but is truly a new
mutation of the structure and content of
human sociation.

It is not clear how Fukuyama’s “Ulti-
mate’ can be real in the absence of a
cogent showing that liberal democracy
and economicliberalism provides the soil
and environment for the emergence of

a) non-class formations displacing the
current division of society into the
possessing and non-possessing:
classes.

b) a just world order in place of the
current North-South division of the
world marked by enormous eco-
nomic and technological imbalance.

There is no assurance that Fukuyama’s
Utopia will—

i) ensure that the contemporary'

situation will not be utilised by
the possessing governing classes
and their associate elites to pre-
serve, protect, consolidate and
maintain their supremacyand the
extant order in their own coun-
tries and internationally through

new variants of class cohesion
(e.g. global market, dispersed
production, E.C.M., NATO etc.);

i) ensurethatthe mutationreferred
to above does not produce new
variants of class cohesion of the
non-possessing, deprived and
backward majority at the domes-
tic and international levels;

iii) ensure that the two classes thus
reorganized do not get engaged
in Hegel's “Struggle for recogni-
tion”;

iv) ensure that a system of govern-
ment based on an electoral proc-
ess which sends up representa-
tives who are not the electors’
delegates or agents or surrogates
but autonomous functionaries of
the system of manipulative poli-
tics based on populism and one-
upmanship can or have the will
to reconcile or harmonize rival
interests, aspirations and de-
mands.

Fukuyamadoes not seem to recognize
that the universal homogeneous state
whichaccommodates Liberty and Equal-
ity but not Fraternity is one pattern of the
configuration of power. There is a guar-
anteed insufficiency in any currently
operative dominant and functional sys-
tem. That insufficiency arises out of the
fact that however versatile the system
may be it cannot exhaust all social or po-
litical experience or eliminate the aspira-
tions of human will, emotion, attachment
or harmonize fully rival interests, aspira-
tions; demand and satisfaction. It would
bemoresoif Hegel’s category of “becom-
ing” and dialectic is of any significance
and structural relevance.

Finally, this land of happiness is the
preserve of the Christian Whites of the
West because modern natural sciencehad
to be and was invented at a certain point
in history by certain Europeans (p. 72).
Luis de Moliner and Franceso Suarez
taught that God dispenses His Grace to
those with whom it will be most effica-
cious. Hegel, Neitzsche, Weber, et al,
taught that there existed an objective re-
Jation between Christianity, the “abso-
lute religion”, and the emergence of lib-
eraldemocracy in western Europe. There-
fore, the Whites of the West are the di-
vinely ordained messiahs and guardians
of freedom, equality and human rightsin
the world.

" As pointed out by The Economist re-
cently in its “Survey of Defence in the
Twenty-first Century’ (Sept.5-11"92) this
White man’s paradise must be ready to
wage wars of interest if the flow of raw
materials is interrupted by any rowdy
non-white country and wars of conscience
ifany non-white country has the temerity
to treat its citizens as the White man had
treated the peoples of his colonies, Red
Indians, and the Australian tribes.

End of history, indeed!!

TCA Ramanujachari is a retired civil ser-
vant and a practicing lawyer.
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An Analytical Study

Lt. Gen. S.K. Sinha

INDIA AND NEPAL: A CHANGING RELATIONSHIP
By S.D. Muni
Konark Publishers, 1992, pp. 237, Rs. 200.00

D. Muni, a well known authority
on South Asian affairs has given
a comprehensive and erudite
account of Indo-Nepal relations in his
book India and Nepal. He has elaborated
ontheconstantdeterminantsand thevari-
able factors which have a bearing on the
bilateral relations of the two neighbours.
Geography, history, culture, religionand
matrimony have been the constant deter-
minants. Internal political developments
within thetwo countriesand the globalor
regional power equations have been the
variable factors. 1950 and 1990 have been
the landmark years in Indo-Nepal rela-
tions. The understanding of 1950 came
about in the wake of the approaching
collapseoftheanachronisticRanaregime
inNepaland after theemergence of Inde-
pendent India. It was worked out against
the backdrop of China’s military intru-
sioninTibet.Similarly, thebilateral agree-
ment of 1950 followed the collapse of
royal autocracy in Nepal and the change
of governments in India, with the Na-
tional Front replacing the Congress. It
was reached at atime when the Cold War
had ended and winds of change were
blowing in several countries.
Thedemographic pattern inNepal has
an importan: bearing on bilateral rela-
tions between India and Nepal. This
aspect has not been analyzed by the au-
thor. Forty-five per cent of the population
of Nepal comprises plainsmen living in
the Terai area of Nepal who are com-
monly referred to as Madhesias. They are
indistinguishable from the Indian popu-
lation across theborder in U.P.and Bihar.
Their mother-tongueis Hindiand athome
they converse in Indian dialects of Maith-
ili, Avadhi or Bhojpuri. Through matri-
mony and their way of life they are far
closer to their neighbours in India than
their countrymen in the hill areas of Ne-
pal. Hitherto they had been treated as
second class citizens. They had been
denied recruitment in the Army and they
were grossly under-represented in other
government services. Upto 1990, in a
Panchayat Parliament of 140, Mad hesias
had only 18 seats when they constituted
45 per cent of the population of the coun-
try. The fear that uncontrolled influx.of
population from India may swell theranks
of Madhesias who may become the ma-
jority community ot Nepal has been ever
present among the hill people who have
been the ruling elite of the country. This
together with the assymetry in the size

and resources of the two countries, has
made the Nepalese very sensitive and
touchy in their relations with India. Thus
any talk of a special relationship with
India has acquired a bad connotation in
Nepal to the extent of compromising
Nepal's sovereignty. There has been a
growing demand among the intelligent-
siatoreplace the special relationship with
equal relationship with all couintries.

The author has made an admirable
analysis of the treaty of Peace and Friend-
ship concluded in 1950, of Nepal's pro-
posal of Zone of Peace and of India’s aid
strategy in Nepal. The 1950 treaty has
been drawing a lot of flak in Nepal as an
unequal and imperialistic treaty. Even
the Nepali Congress, despite ts closeness
to India has not been coming out tco
strongly to defend this treaty for fear of
being dubbed aslackeys of India. The fact
that this treaty more than the 1923 treaty
with British India, recognizes unambigu-
ously Nepal’s independence and sover-
eignty is lost sight of. Under this treaty
half 2 million Nepalese are enjoying eco-
nomic rights and employment opportu-
nities in India at par with Indians them-
selves. Against this, 100,000 Indians
living in Nepal have been extended
restricted job opportunities and are
denied the facility to acquire inmovable
property. The author has brought out
that it does not suit either of the two
countries to abrogate this treaty. He has
also emphasized that the main purpose
of the Zone of Peace proposal of King
Birendra was to preserve royal autocracy
in Nepal and to globalise Nepal’s bilat-
eral relations with India. The need for
India to develop aid strategy beyond
security concerns or hydel projects, has
also been well brought out.

A unique aspect of Indo-Nepal rela-
tions is the provision for Nepalese sub-
jects (commonly referred to as Gorkhas)
enlisting in the Indian Army has been
discussed. Gorkha soldiers had served in
the British Indian Army for a century but
the officer cadre of the Army was not
open to them. After Independence, this
lacuna was removed and Gorkhas could
join the commissioned ranks of the In-
dian Army. Para 2 of Annexure 3 of the
Agreement between the two countries
quoted in the book states, “The Gorkha
troops will be given every facility so that
it (sic) might be officered by their own
men and they should be eligible for
commissioned ranks with no restrictions

whatsoever to the highest level to which
qualified officers may be promoted.”
Despitethis, whilereferring to equal treat-
ment in employment afforded to Nepal-
ese in India, the author states, “the only
exceptiontothis is the higheradministra-
tive services (IAS and IFS) and top mili-
tary positions”. This statement is not
correctinregard to the military wheretop
positions can be attained by them. In
theory a Gorkha can become the Chief of
the Army Staff of the Indian Army. In-
deed a Gorkha rose to be a major-general
in the Indian Army and was cleared for
promotion to lieutenant-general but he
unfortunately died in a helicopter crash.

It should have also been brought out
that during the trade and treaty impasse,
West Nepal was badly hit and the popu-
lation here suffered great hardships: es-
sential commodities like salt, kerosene,
sugar and so on were not available to
them. Without direct surface communi-
cation with therest of the country and the
transit points to India being closed, they
could not market their agricultural pro-
duce. The bulk of Gorkha soldiers of the
Indian Army come from West Nepal
where their families were suffering acute
difficulties. Yet these soldiers never fal-
tered in their loyalty to India and gave
their best at Siachen and Sri Lanka, many
making the supreme sacrifice.

In an otherwise lucid and detailed
presentation of Indo-Nepal relations the
author has not been able to present the
events of 1990 in their correct perspec-
tive. His reference to the National Front
not having a coherent policy towards
Nepal is misconceived. Despite being a
minority government afflicted by con-
flicting pulls within the ruling party as
alsoby itstwo supporting parties, namely
the BJP and the CPI, the National Front
Government handled a very delicate
situaionin Nepal with remarkable finesse.
The Chandrashekhar group in the Janata
Daland the CPl wanted atoughlinetobe
adopted towardstheKing. The V.P.Singh-
Gujral group within the ruling party were
for improving relations with Nepal mak-
ing a departure from the tough policy
pursued by the previous Congress re-
gime. The BJP wanted a soft line to be
pursued towards the King. Besides these
contrary pulls in India, the fluid situation
in Nepal had also to be taken irito ac-
count. Nepali Congress and the Commu-
nist parties in Nepal had combined to
launch a non-violent movement for re-
storing democracy. The King was still all
powerful and the Army was solidly be-
hind him. There were reports that China
staunchly retaining one party rule was
not happy at the prospectofa multi-party
system emerging adjacent to its troubled
backyard in Tibet. They were reported to
beadvising the King to crush the popular
movement using his Army like what the
Chinese had done at Tiananmen Square.
One could no doubt anticipate that the
movement for restoration of democracy
would ultimately succeed but it was dif-
ficult to forecast how long that would
take. The experience of conducting non-
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violent movements in India showed that
these take a long time.

During this period India could not
allow her relations with Nepal to remain
frozen. However, by restoring trade and
transit relations, India would be encour-
aging the King and the Government not
to concede the demands of the demo-
cratic forces and to that extent it would
adversely affect the prospects of the
movement for restoration of democracy.
There was a line of thinking in India led
by Chandrashekhar that India should
actively assistthe Nepalese peopleintheir
struggle against absolutism. India also
had to keep in mind that any active inter-
ference by her within Nepal would have
serious ramifications. The International
community might perceive India to be
interfering in Nepal as Pakistan was doing
in Kashmir. That would notonly damage

The assymetry in the size and resources.
of the two countries, has made the.
Nepalese very sensitive and touchy in
their relations with India. Thus any
talk of a special relationship with India
has acquired a bad connotation in
Nepal to the extent of compromising
Nepal's sovereignty. There has been a
growing demand among the intelli-
gentsia to replace the special relation-
ship with equal relationship with all
countries.

India’s image but also weaken her casein
Kashmir. Moreover, given the sensitivity
of the Nepalese people, this could hurt
their sense of national pride and in the
long run be exploited to generate anti-
India feelings. All these considerations
had to be kept in view by the National
Front Government while formulating its
policy towards Nepal. The ingredients of
the new Nepal policy were to cultivate
cordial relations with the King and per-
suade him to come to terms with democ-
racy while extending moral support for
the democratic movement and express-
ing the hope that the King and the people
of Nepal will be able to work out an
amicable solution. High profile efforts
were made to resolve the trade and tran-
sit dispute but this process was not al-
lowed to be completed till a popular
government came to power in Nepal.
Thisapproachyielded arichdividend.
The popular movement reached a cres-
cendoinearly April 1990. A largenumber
of people was shot in the streets of Kath-
mandu. Violence on this scale has never
before erupted in Nepal. Acting on behalf
of theKing, the Foreign Minister of Nepal
requested the Indian Ambassador to
mediate and resolve the differences be-
tween the Government and the popular
leaders. India wisely chose not to get
directly involved but offered friendly
advice and remained in the background.
A settlement was soon reached and a
popular government which was a coali-
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tion of Nepali Congress and the Commu-
nists was installed. Within a fortnight of
coming to power the interim coalition
government faced a major crisis. Nine
policemen were lynched in Kathmandu
and the Nepal Police mutinied. Anti-so-
cial elements were on the rampage. This
time both the Supreme Leader of the
Movement for Democracy and the Prime
Minister requested the Indian Ambassa-
dor to speak to the King and secure his
helpinresolving thecrisis situation. These
two incidents amply bring out how in a
matter of only afew months, a sea change
had come about in Nepal's attitude to-
wards India. This was largely due to the
carefully orchestrated ‘Nepal policy’ of
the National Front Government.

After the crisis situation had blown
over and the popular government was
firmly in the saddle, the next stage was to
resolvethetradeand transitimpasse. The
new Government in Nepal urged Indiato
restore status quo ante as on 23 March
1989, the date on which the treaties had
snapped. The Indian bureaucracy was
willing to give some concessions but
wanted to hold back others to be used as
aleverage for concluding formal treaties
after an elected government had come to
power in Nepal. The National Front Gov-
ernment chose to be generous. Nepal was
persuaded to agree to restoring status
quoanteas on 1 April 1987, instead of 23
March 1989. The former was the date
from which bilateral relations between
the two countries had begun to nosedive
and the latter was the date on which they
had snapped. The change in date had
some major advantages from the point of
view of India. It meant doing away with
work permits for Indians in Nepal, re-
moval of additional duties on Indian
goods, retention of Indian school teach-
ers and change in the policy of importing
weapons from China. While restoring
status quo anteto 1 April 1987, India also
showed generosity in providing addi-
tional benefits both in terms of revolving
credit and trade concessions which had
not obtained earlier. The agreement
reached between the Prime Ministers of
India and Nepal in June 1990 dramati-
cally raised the level of cordiality be-
tween the two countries to amuch higher
levelthan what had obtained in the previ-
ous three decades since 1960.

Notwithstanding the landmark events
of 1990 being not presented in their cor-
rect perspective, this book is a masterly
analysis of the problems affecting the
bilateral relations of the two traditionally
friendly neighbouring countries. It is
imperative that those interested in this
subject, particularly those connected with

- decision-making on bilateral relations
between the two countries, make a close
study of this highly informative and
analytical book.

Lt. Gen. S.K.Sinha, PVSM, was India’s
Ambassador in Nepal in the critical year of
1990.

HISTORY

A Study in Contrast

Parshotam Mehra

KASHMIR: A DISPUTED LEGACY, 1846-1990

By Alastair Lamb

Roxford Books, London, 1991, pp. 368, price not stated.

acked by uncertainty and worse,
R both on the political as well as

social planes, Kashmir’s unedi-
fying tale that captures today’s headlines
has in a manner of speaking been no whit
different since India and Pakistan came
into their own. Or, broadly for that
matter,under a century or so of the Raj

that preceded. And farther back whenthe |

Afghansor the Sikhs held sway. Or, even
the Mughals. Something in theland or its
peoplethatbreedsasingular lack of cohe-
sion or continuity? Or, is it the alien hand
from without that has not been able to
come to terms with its inheritance?

A handful of titles, rigorously selec-
tive, may help recapturethe valley’s past.
Mention must bemade of P.M.K Bamzai’s
twin volumes, A History of Kashmir (1962)
and Social and Economic History of Kashmir
(1987);eventhoughoverlapping, between
themthey provideanexcellent backdrop.
Not exactly unbiased, Michael Brecher’s
The Struggle for Kashmir *(1953) furnishes
areasonable updateon the first few years
of the Kashmir dispute as does Sisir
Gupta’s Kashmir: A Study in Indo-Pak Re-
lations(1966). A recent work by M.J. Akbar,
Kashmir (1990), offers a cogent though by
no means uncritical defence of New
Delhi’s policies and perspectives.

Lamb'’s Kashmir is a study in contrast.
Highly critical and far from friendly to
New Delhi, it leans over backwards as it
wereto buttress thecontrary positions. In
the event, it calls for careful scrutiny and,
within the constraints of a review, de-
tailed analysis.

Thebook fallsintotwo unequal halves.
The first, less voluminous, dealing with
the ‘Origins’ spans almost a century of
the Raj, 1846-1947; the second, bulkier in
volume, with ‘Conflict’, a little over four
decades of its sequel. Part one spins out
anhistorical narrative delineating the ma-
jor strands in the defence of British India
in terms both of opening of the Treaty
Road’ in Ladakh and the ‘Lease’ of the
Gilgit Agency. The high watermarks,
understandably, are the ‘Partition 1947
and ‘Accession 1947".

The second half of the study, a rehash
of contemporary history, starts with the
First Kashmir War (1947-8) and draws to
aclose with New Delhi’s overall ‘Failure’,
allthe way to 1990.Tucked in between are

accounts of the Second Kashmir War
(1965), the sequence of events from
Tashkent (1966) to the Simla Conference
(1972) and thelast decade (1972-82) inthe
life and politics of Sheikh Muhammad
Abdullah.

The book starts with the proposition
that in comparison with other princely
states, Kashmir was ‘rather better situ-
ated geographically’. The acquisition by
the Dogra rulers of Dardistan,including
Gilgitand Hunza, came to constitute what
the Raj was to call the Northern Areas;
and in the bargain, created a totally new
polity with its common boundary with
Tibet and China and close proximity to
Afghanistan and the former Soviet
Union. It ‘added greatly’ to the attrac-
tions of the idea of independence after 15
August 1947.

A brief survey of its population, econ-
omy and geography convinces the au-
thor of the ‘fundamental grounds’ for the

Pakistani claim to Kashmir (p. 11). Again, |

had British annexation of the State been
completed in the 1880s as was ‘rather

Highly critical and far from
friendly to New Delhi, it leans
over backwards as it were to
buttress the contrary positions.
In the event, it calls for careful
scrutiny and, within the con-
straints of a review, detailed
analysis.

favoured at the time’—in 1879, Maharaja
Pratap Singh had been virtually de-
posed—the ‘whole state (with possible
exception of parts of Jammu and Ladakh)
would have gone to Pakistan’ under the
terms of the Partition in 1947. Or better
still, if Kashmir’s transfer to the Maharaja
(1846) had been treated as a lease that
would lapse with the transfer of power.
In which case, the Raj might have parti-
tioned the State with the valley reverting
to British India ‘thereby becoming a con-

tiguous Muslim majority area of the kind
which would go to Pakistan’.

Lamb makes no effort to disguise his
conviction that Mountbatten’s handling
of the accession of the State in the final
weeks of the Raj left a lot to be desired for
he(or hisadvisors) ‘seem to haveaccepted
Jawaharlal Nehru's views about Kashmiri
politics and to have failed to explore the
Muslim dimension’. Moreover,
Mountbatten accepted the Maharaja’s
accession on the basis of a falsification of
the record: This charade, of course, of
which Mountbatten must have been
aware (unless hehad beenshowna fraud-
ulently signed letter from the Maharaja,
and,perhaps, Menon had lied to himabout
the journey to Kashmir with Mahajan on
26 October) would have required a meas-
ure of falsification of the record both as to
chronology and as to the origination of
the proposals.” Nor were ‘such manipula-
tions of documentation. . . unknown’ in
theRaj’s conduct of political matters. That
was not all. For with the tribal attack in
progress, Mountbatten lost what detach-
ment he may have had’ and came to view
Jinnah and Pakistan ‘as the enemy’.

Pointing out that the ‘havoc wrecked
(sic) upon the unfortunate population” in
the valley by the Pathan “aggressors”had
become part of the folklore of the Ka-
shmir dispute,two facts that ‘should be
remembered’, are heavily underlined.
One, that the Indian side committed its
share of atrocities in the process of repel-
ling the “invaders” which, sadly, are
‘rarely mentioned in the literature of the
Kashmir dispute’; two,that the Kashmiri

* casualtiessuffered in 1947 ‘werecertainly

far less’ than those inflicted upon the
inhabitants of the valley by the Indian
security forces since 1989’
Theoft-repeated Pakistani charge that
the Radcliffe Award concerning thethree
eastern tehsils of the Gurdaspur district
where the tract concerned should, by
virtue of its Muslim majority,have gone
to Pakistan ‘was somehow manipulated’
sothatit was placed in India, findsadeep
resonance in these pages.To Lamb, Rad-
cliffe’s silence connotes guilt and his stay
with Mountbatten under the same roof
reason enough for influencing his award
against Pakistan! Again, the documents,
he avers, leave room for a degree of

8 ¢ THE BOOK REVIEW / VOLUME XVII NUMBER 1



reasonable doubt’ that with the potential
failure of the State in mind,the Governor
Generalor someof his senioradvisorsen-
sured that political—not judicial criteria
were applied in decision-making. The
study affirms thatofficial documents ‘fail
to show that justice was done whatever
the underlying verities might be’.

Lamb has another bone to pick. The
alleged presence on or about 17 October
of some Patiala troops in Srinagar viz.
beforethe tribal incursions (22 October) or
theIndianairlift (27 October).In theevent,
the tribal crossing into the State at Domel
‘was not that of forced entry by the tribes-
men but of a gate being opened, as it
were, by rebels within the State of Jammu
and Kashmir in the interest of an entity
which in two days was to declare itself
the independent state of Azad Kashmir.”
More, the participation of the tribesmen
in what amounted to a civil war ‘could
well be considered to represent an error
of political judgement on the part of those
who soughttheirassistance. But it would
be difficult in these particular cir-
cumstances to classify it as an act of ex-
ternal “aggression” by Pakistan.” The
obvious deduction: ‘thereis no simplele-
galistic explanation of the origins of the
Kashmir dispute; and none which con-
fers absolute moral right on one side
only’ (pp. 155-6).

For keen observers of the Kashmir
scene most of what the preceding para-
graphsretail is pretty hackneyed. What is
new is the stridency with which the is-
sues are aired afresh. A reputable Paki-
stani scholar, Ayesha Jalal, has in her
study established the fact that the 1947
tribal raids were planned and aided by
Pakistani army regulars.>Oddly, Lamb’s
own research in Pakistan to which a
friendly reviewer makes a pointed refer-
enceas having greatly enhanced his book,
does notappear tohave yielded him such
evidence, archival or otherwise.

Again a contemporary account, the
personal diary of Sir George Cunning-
ham who,in August 1947, was hand-
picked by Jinnah to be Governor of NWFP
may give the reader thought for some
sobering reflection. Extensively used by
this reviewer in the course of his research
at the India Office Library in London,
some of its entries make for interesting
reading. Only a couple are reproduced:

2%9th October (1947): Had a message
from Jinnah’s Secretary at 8 a.m. that
Nehru was ‘indisposed” in Delhi, and
today’s meeting here was off . . . .
When 1 went in Jinnah was very
angry with Mountbatten and Nehru,
. and said this was just a plot to delay
things . ... Very probably true.

We then talked for one-and-a-half
hours.He said he felt his hands were
now free, legally as well as morally to
take any line he liked about Kashmir
as the accession of Kashmir to India
wasa ‘fraudulent transaction. I could
not get him to define exactly wherethe
‘fraud’ camein, except that themethod

Lamb makes no effort to disguise his conviction that Mountbatten’s handling
of the accession of the State in the final weeks of the Raj left a lot to be desired
for he(or his advisors) ‘seem to have accepted Jawaharlal Nehru's views about
Kashmiri politics and to have failed to explore the Muslim dimension’.
Moreover, Mountbatten accepted the Maharaja's accession on the basis of a
falsification of the record: ‘This charade, of course, of which Mountbatten
must have been aware (unless he had been shown a fraudulently signed letter

from the Maharaja, and ,perhaps, Menon had lied to him about the journey to
Kashmir with Mahajan on 26 October) would have required a measure of
falsification of the record both as to chronology and as to the origination of the
proposals.” Nor were ‘such manipulations of documentation. . . unknown’ in
the Raj’s conduct of political matters. That was not all. For with the tribal
attack in progress, Mountbatten “lost what detachment he may have had’ and

came to view Jinnah and Pakistan ‘as the enemy’.

of acceding, combined by instant oc-
cupation of troops, was against the
whole principle by which, it had been
mutually agreed, accession would take
place. ...

He then said it was essential for
Mudie® and myself, and Gracey® as
C.~in-C. too to enter into the full spirit
of this struggle for safeguarding of the
livesand rights of the Kashmir people.
I was not quite sure whether he im-
plied that I was not quite playing up,
so I pointed out that until four or five
daysagol did not even know whether
the entry of my tribes into Kashmir
was in accordance with his and Liag-
uat’s policy or not; and that my last
orders—on which I was still work-
ing—were that the tribes were not
wanted until Pakistan asked for them,
that I had not yet been told that they
were wanted, and that I had told allmy
officersthereforenotto assist—though
they could not prevent—the move-
ment. If this was his definitive policy I
was quite prepared to support it, pro-
vided Ididn’thavetodoonethingand
say another. . . .

Later that day there was another meeting
inthebedroom of Prime Minister Liaquat
Ali where apart from Cunningham and
Jinnah Mudie was present:

All the foregoing talk was repeated at
this conference. Thelist of our conclu-
sions was:

a) We should try to maintain about
5,000 tribesmen at Baramula, send-
ing up drafts to relieve tired men.

b) Rations and ammunition would

be sent from the Punjab; I would
supply 1,00,000 rounds from vil-
lage defence stocks.

c) Cash payments would be madeto

tribesmen on return.

We should strengthen Poonch

with arms and ammunition.They

probably had enough men al-
ready.

e) Bodies of tribesmen should not go
to Poonch or the Jhelum vailey
through the Punjab (this would be
too blatant!!) but via Hazara.

d

By November (1947) Cunningham con-
fided in hisdiary: I could havefound half
a dozen excellent grounds for resigning
in the last two weeks or so’; he finally
quit, in March (1948).

A word about the British indian pen-
chant—which New Delhi inherited from
the Raj—for ‘manipulation’ of official
records.Whilethis reviewer holds nobrief
for the Raj's moral scruples or those of its
political legatees, Lamb'’s specific in-
stances deservescrutiny. Hereapart from
what Mountbatten is reported to have
done, two others cited in the book relate
to Sir Olaf Caroe’s alleged tampering
(1938) with vol 14 of Aitchison’s Treaties
and Nehru’s ‘misquotation’ that the
MacDonald note of March 1899 ‘signified
thatthe whole of Aksai Chinlay inIndian
territory.” In actual fact, the note had
proposed inter alia that if China should
sever all links with Hunza,india would
be willing to recognize ‘a large tract of
country to the north of the great dividing
range (viz. Aksai Chin). . as Chinese ter-
ritory.” Clearly someone in the foreign
office had not done his homework and
failed to spell out the correct position in
the Prime Minister’s letter of 26 Septem-
ber 1959 to his Chinese counterpart. Nor
does Lamb’s much-laboured version(pp.
72-3) mention the over-riding fact that
the 1899 offer, and the cession of Aksai
Chin, were conditional. He would
nonetheless have us believe that ‘the mis-
quotation was deliberate, a consequence

of policy dilemmas” which New Delhi
was then up against.And with Caroe’s
‘technique of “cooking books”” setting
the precedent,all this was of relevance to
‘the documentary evidence as to the
genesis of theindo-Pakistani disputeover’
Kashmir (p. 74). The insinuation is much
too obvious to be missed.

Mountbatten’s alleged bias against
Pakistanand its rulers and his ‘manipula-
tion” of the Radcliffe award need not
detain us here. The charge was stoutly
repudiated by India’s last British Gover-
nor General. Nor has documentary evi-
dence, on Lamb’s own showing, found
him conclusively guilty. Caroe’s alleged
tampering has been exhaustively dealt
with in the present writer’s earlier work.?

Interestingly Lamb’s strange fixation
with Caroe has him plotting the “physical
occupation’ of theTawang area in 19467
(pp. 80-1) when in actual fact he had left
the External Affairs Department two year
earlier (viz. 1945) and taken over as Gov-
ernor of NWFP (March 1946)! The worst
about Nehru’s “sleight of hand” (p. 72)
may be that his words lacked clarification
and could be misconstrued.

To impute motives of bad faith and
worse to individuals on evidence want-
ing in conviction sounds a little unfair.
For nearer home, Lamb may discover not
a few instances of deliberate suppression
and distortion of official records at the
behest of the highest in the land. The
present writer knows from first-hand
acquaintance about the partisan manner
in which HMG’s White Papers on Tibet
and Outer Mongolia were compiled in
the British Foreign Office in the opening
decades of the century. Or the notori-
ously familiar coloured versions of the
bluebooks onthe origins of the two world
wars. No nation,including the British,
have pleaded innocence in the worst pos-
sible distortions of the historical truth to
wage their unscrupulous propaganda
wars.

Theburden of Lamb’s song, as may be
evident, is that Kashmir has been ‘the
most dominant force” in shaping the for-
eign policies of India as well as Pakistan
and if only the Raj had taken ‘different
decisions’ both as to its policy and course
of action in 1947, the problem ‘might
never have arisen.’ Inthe event, one must
go back to the roots as it were and resolve
‘the key issues of 1947." Or else,continue
to inflict serious damage on the body
politic of both countries.

Astothe present scenario,no objective
assessment could deny that New Delhi’s
singularly inept handling of mensand
affairs in the valley has been largely re-
sponsible for today’s sorry state of affairs.
So indeed has Pakistan’s inveterate hos-
tility and relentless abetment of subver-
sion. Not forourauthor though. For while
it is ‘quite possible’ that Sikh separatists
in the Punjab received a measure of
‘unofficial assistance’ by way of Pakistan
or ‘a few individuals’ on the other side of
the cease-fire line aided and assisted the
opposition to indian rule in Kashmir, ‘in
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neither case’ was it Pakistan’s policy ‘to
destabilize India.” For the central issues
bothin the Punjab and Kashmir, ‘derived
from Indian policy and Indian actions of
which Pakistan was in the main a specta-
tor.” Nor anything that Islamabad could
do ‘would alter fundamentally’ the atti-
tude towards New Delhi of either the
Sikh extremists or the Muslims of the val-
ley. To meet Indian demands,implicit or
explicit, Pakistan ‘would have to accept
some form of public humiliation, admit
to a non-existent guilt, promise to rem-
edy a fault the presence of which was not
accepted.’ In the event, Lamb concludes,
‘it was unlikely” that direct Indo-Pak ne-
gotiations “at any level’ could produce
‘resultsof significant value. Noris aRajiv
Gandhi or Narasimha Rao in New Delhi
and their counter-parts in Benazir Bhutto
or Nawaz Sharif in Islamabad, ‘likely to
make any difference’ (p. 340).

In his ‘Final Word’ the author makes
out a strong case why New Delhi should
act the way he has so painstakingly
charted. India’s legal position in Kashmir
is dubious—'indeed a good case can be
made’ that it has no business at all to be
there. The Chinese in Aksai Chin ‘pose no
danger to Indian security” nor could the
‘rate of disintegration of the Indian union
.. . now inevitable’ be altered for the
worse by yielding Kashmir.Again, the

state can no longer stay together as a
single entity and, as in his earlier study,
Crisis in Kashmir (1966), Lamb cites with
approval Sir Owen Dixon’s analysis (1950)
that Kashmir consisted of a variety of
components ‘each capable of being dealt
with in a different way’. In sum,the best
for New Delhi would be to give up its
charadeof governanceand hand over the
valley to Pakistan.

With such friendly advice from a third
party academic,io detailed comment is
called for. Nor is his conclusion a sur-
prise. For the refrain from the very outset
isloud and clear. This is rather sad foran
author with a respectable expertise on
Asian frontiers in general-and the Sino-
Indian border in particular—to use his
undoubted talent in a far from objective
presentation and analysis. A
knowledgable critic who is otherwise at
pains to treat the work with kid gloves is
constrained to remark that Lamb ‘should
have been more open-handed’ and ‘re-
gretfully’ concludes that ‘when he is bi-
ased he bases it on supposition than fact.”?°

Interestingly Lamb’s stancetoday does
not differ materially from his conclusions
reached almost a quarter century earlier:

Once it is admitted that Pakistan has a
right to exist at all, then it cannot be
denied that she has every reason to

be interested in the future of Jammu
and-Kashmir.... Todeny....that
such an interest exists is to ignore
completely the realities of the situ-
ation. It would have been logical in
1947 to consider how the principles of
partition could be applied to Jammu
and Kashmir state. There is still a case
for doing so in 1966.

At one level, Lamb’s book is an odd
mixture of some of his earlier work with
a few fresh sketch maps and some addi-
tional material; unlike them, it suffers
from poor editing and, surprisingly, some
errors in spelling and punctuation. Do
such exercises, one half wonders, yield
desired dividends? That Islamabad has a
case of sorts would be hard to deny but
that New Delhi has none may be difficult
to accept.
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The Valley of Fear

Jagmohan

THE KASHMIR TANGLE
By Rajesh Kadian

Vision Books, New Delhi, 1992, pp. 200, Rs. 190.00

the Kashmir problem. The area

which it traverses is delineated
clearly and the style is generally simple
and lucid. The common reader can sus-
tain his interest throughout and also ac-
quaint himself with the basic issues in-
volved and the options available. But the
book adds little to what is known on the
subject.

The events that can be seen on the
surface and are of recent origin are de-
scribed in a fairly accurate manner. Ex-
amples: “New Delhi misread the inten-
sity of the developing threat. So India
tried to placate rather than crush the
growing insurgency. In July 1989 Dr.
Farooq Abdullah released 23 wellknown
militants . . . . About 50 others were like-
wise freed over the next four months
despite the ominous developments of
August that year. ... At least five

“thousand people thronged to the Ghani
Stadium in Srinagar and Shahbir Shah,
the underground leader of the People’s
League took the salute. . .. By then
targetted killings had begun . . . . little
action was taken following the 1,600 vio-
lent incidents and of the 351 bomb blasts
during 1989.”

However, onelooks in vain for any in-
depth examination of the underlying
forces that have caused the present tur-
moil in the Valley.

The roots of the current crisis lie em-
bedded in the soft and permissive atti-
tude of the state, in the politics of decep-
tion, in the spurious democracy, in the
habit of nursing illusions, in the funda-
mentalization of religion, in the infirmi-
ties of administration, in public corrup-
tion, in regional differences, in disinte-
grative constitutional relationship, and
inthe overalldynamics of negative forces.

Pakistan took full advantage of these
fundamental infirmities and started en-
gineering internal subversion and terror-
ism. It understood that the foundation of
our edifice was made of spurious mate-
rial which could be infested with white
ants from within and brought down by a
gale of low intensity.

A wellconsidered plan, having three
phases, was drawn up. In Phase |, all the
components of the power structure had
to be infiltrated and subverted from
within. In Phase II, pressure had to be
mounted on the Indian Army in Siachen,
Kargil and other vulnerable areas and in
Phase I1], the possession of Kashmir Val-
ley had to be secured by intensifying
internal subversionand attack fromacross

T his book offers a synoptic view of

the border.

None of the above facts, which are of
crucial significance, are adequately
brought out.

Sheikh Abdullah’sduplicityistouched
in passing. The author says, “His
(Sheikh's) presentation portrayed the
dispute to be a problem between Ka-
shmir and Pakistan with India merely
playing a peripheral role” (p. 101). He
does not analyze fully theadverseimpact
of the Sheikh’s deception and numerous
complications it created. Nor does he
assess the harmful effect of the State and
Central leadership’s total indifference to
the need for rejuvenation of social and
cultural forces that could make the poli-
tics stable and scrupulous and adminis-
trativeinstitutions responsiveand result-
oriented. The nature and pattern of sub-
version and terrorism in the Valley, too,
are side-tracked. A close study of these
aspectsisabsolutely necessary for under-
standing the ground level conditions and
for formulating a comprehensive strat-
egytodeal withdeep-rooted problems. A

case for the abrogation of Article 370 is
made out (p. 153) but no new or original
idea is presented.

More often than not, the author does
not take thetrouble to indicate the precise
source on the basis of which he makes his
assertions. For instance, at page 24, he
refers to 1,600 violent incidents, without
specifyingany document from which this
data has been derived.

The author also tends to make obser-
vations which lead the reader nowhere.
Inregard tothemigration of the Kashmiri
Pandits (p. 34), for example, he writes,
“Some Kashmiri Muslim organizations
alleged that the Governor deliberately
encouraged this so as to rid the Valley of
its Hindu population; oncedone, hecould
then reduce it to a killing ground for the
Muslims left behind.”

It is expected of a careful author to
study the written records and inform the
reader of the true position. In this case,
hard evidence exists. First, much before [
went to the State for my second term, a
number of eminent leaders of the Pandit
community, such as Tikka Lal Taploo,
N.K. Ganjoo, P.N.Bhatetc., were brutally
murdered;and theexodus of Pandits from
the Valley began. Secondly, in a memo-
randum dated January 16, 1590, submit-
ted to my predecessor, General K.V.
Krishna Rao (Retd.), the Kashmiri Pandit
Sabha referred to acceleration in the pace
of exodus. Thirdly, written warnings were
administered by terrorist organizations
like Hizbul Mujahideen, through widely
circulated dailies—Aftab and Alsafa—

KASHMIR

asking the Pandits to leave the Valley
within 48 hours or face the consequences.
Fourthly, the State Government’s Press
Note of March 7, 1990, which was duly
published in the newspapers, speaks
eloquently of the efforts made by me to
keep the Kashmiri Pandit community in
the Valley.

Another weakness of the book is that
the author fails to note a basic fact spelt
out in My Frozen Turbulence in Kashmir,
namely, the disinformation was in-built
not only in the technique of subversion
but also in the petty politics of the vested
interests. Theseinterests, in cynical disre- _
gard of their own pronouncements in the
past, particularly in respect of my first
termof governorship of the State, strained
every nerve to tarnish my efforts to end
terrorism when [ was sent to the State for
the second term. The wrong end of the
stick was intentionally picked up and
even concocted stories were planted in
the press. A book published in 1992, which
doesnot separate propaganda fromdocu-
mented facts and merely makes casual
reference to the “versions”, can evoke
only transitory interest. Theauthor tends
to forget that truth has only one version;
in any case, he should not have left the
reader clueless about the solid facts that
can be easily distilled from the contem- -
poraneous records.

Jag Mohan s theformer Governorof Jammu
and Kashmir and is the author of My Frozen
Turbulence in Kashmir.

JAMMU AND KASHMIR
By Somnath Dhar

National Book Trust, India, 1991, p. 212,
Rs.34.00

It is a pretty little book which presents
basic, though elementary, informationon
the Stateof Jammu and Kashmir. History,
geography, language, literatureand other
social and cultural traits of all the re-
gions—Jjammu, Kashmir and Ladakh—
are given in a gentle and easily readable
style. It willbe particularly useful to those
who have no knowledgeabout the State’s
chequered past.

The chapter on cultural heritage is
fascinating and invites attention to im-
portantaspects. Itbringsout, albeit briefly,
how “for upward of two thousand years,
Kashmir has been the home of Sanskrit
learning” and how “from this Valley have
issued masterpieces of history, poetry,
romance, fables and philosophy” (p. 67).
These days, the centuries’ old cultural
bonds between the State and the Union,
which are as important as the
constitutional links, are usually lost sight
of. Few people know that “it wasat Shara-
dapeeth in Kashmir that Sri Shankara

started his meteoric career of f;reaching,
after he paid obeisance to the goddess,
Sharada, in the temple” (p. 70).

The significant role of the Sufi and
Rishi saints who came on the scene in the
fourteenth century, in shaping the mind-
scape of the Valley has been highlighted.
The mystic outpouring of the two great
harbingers of the new age, Lal Ded and
Sheikh Nur-ud-Din, have been carefully
chosen and quoted. Example:

Idol is of stone, temple is of stone,
Above (temple) and below (idol) are one,
Which of them shall thou worship,

O foolisk Pandit?
Cause thou the union of mind with soul.

The romantic movement in Kashmiri
poetry, beginning with.the sixteenth
century’s celebrated poetess, Habba
Khatoon, who has been compared with
the English poet, Shelley, in lyrical spon-
taneity and with the Mughal Empress,
Nur Jahan, in beauty, has also been
touched and its lasting impact on local
language and literature discussed.
Habba’s simple lyrics are even now
hummed in every villageand town of the
Valley. A sample of her poetry follows:

I came of peasant parentage
I made a name as Habba Khatoon.

I passed through crowds, drawing tight
my veil,
* But people flocked to see me,
And even theascetics hurried out of woods,
To catch a glimpse of me.

The modern poets, too, are not forgot-
ten. Mahjoor, Azad and Zinda Kaul, all
come in. In the context of the current
conditions, Mahjoor’s passionate plea for
unity is appropriately recalled:

Who is the friend and who the foe of your
native land?

Let you among yourselves thoughtfully
make out. .. .

Let us mingle milk and sugar once again,

Hindus will man the helm and Muslims

ply the oars,
Let ustogether row (ashore) the boat of this
country. 5

The chapters dealing with the activi-
tiesof the State Government in the sphere
of planning, education, tourism etc., are
weak. They read more like hand-outs of
the State’s Publicity Department than the
pieces written by a scholar or a percep-
tive analyst. The book also does not take
note of the present upheaval in the State
or its origin.

Jag Mohan
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Traditional Stereotypes Highlighted

R. Champakalakshmi

SOCIETY IN INDIA IN THE SEVENTH CENTURY A.D.

By Ranjana Bajpai

S. Chand and Co., New Delhi, 1992, pp. 344, Rs. 150.00

nificant progress in the last two dec-

ades towards a more meaningful re-
search reaching a stage, where books of
the present variety have no serious con-
tribution to make either by way of inter-
pretation or by way of analysis. Much of
what is contained in the present work in
the form of data from texts and inscrip-
tions has already been used in major
works on society and economy in early
medieval India.

Ranjana Bajpai’s study is limited in its
research value for she has chosen to give
what she calls “a comprehensive picture
of society” within a restricted chrono-
logical span viz a single century, the sev-
enth century being the focus of her work.
The justification, provided by her for the |
choice of the period is that she aims to
make “an intensive study of society dur-
ing this period” with the main focus on
North India, because, according to her,
no specific work dealing with society in
India during the seventh century exists,
although a number of scholars have dealt
with the political history of the century
with special reference to Harsha. How-
ever, it has been made clear in the schol-
arly works of historians like R.S. Sharma,
B.N.S. Yadava and others that the 7th
century represents one point (or stage) in
thecontinuum of socialand economicde-
velopments in early medieval India and
that the seventh century material can be
best used for studying aspects of early
medieval society as a part of the wider
socio-economic processes but not as rep-
resenting evidence of a terminal point or
high point in such developments. What
the book under review presents, there-
fore, is only a frozen and out of context
picture of the seventh century.

It is rather difficult to do a detailed
review of a book which deals with a spe-
cific pointoftimein history without trying
to set it within an interpretational or
analytical framework. The author does
not seem to understand the need for stat-
ing, in clear terms, the scope of the work,
the parameters within which the sources
of the seventh century are examined (as
also the texts of the previous and follow-
ingcenturies), orahypothesisthatisbeing
tested with the help of such sources.

The choice of the seventh century may
perhaps be attributed to the richness of
theindigenous texts and foreignaccounts

I ndian historiography has made sig-

available for that century, which is,

however, not equallyrich ininscriptional
records. The author has also used a lot
more of earlier and later texts in Sanskrit
covering a fairly wide range—Smrtis, Pu-
ranas, commentaries, canonical works,
texts on architecture and encyclopaedic
works—many of whosedates are not quite
fixed and are not capable of being fixed.
Theyin fact represent growing traditions
and wereauthored by people of different
regions, sometimes by more than one
person, compiled at different points of
time, elaborated, and added to as per the
requirements of a given situation. For ex-
ample, the Manasara, a text on architec-
ture, is dated in the 6th-7th century A.D.,
adate which is far too early for the whole
text which contains a veritable mine of
data onastyleof architecture developing
upto the 17th century A.D.
Theonly meritof thebook liesin bring-
ing into usea number of less known texts
in Sanskrit and thus, to this extent, it will
have the value of a reference book to a
researcher, as also in providing interest-
ing information from many literary, legal
and canonical texts, apart from the sev-
enth century works including biogra-
phies, plays and foreign accounts. The
heavy reliance on literary sources is ex-

scheme with the Sankirna Jatis (mixed
castes) added to it, and the subdivisions
of each varna. The Rajputs are given a
separatesection under the Kshatriyas, as it
was in the 7th century that the Rajput
clans emerged. ‘Caste’ and ‘Class’ are
used as interchangeable categories and
the caste system it is claimed had become
extremely rigid in the seventh century.
The Kayasthas are treated as occupational
groups, while tribal groups are classified
under the untouchable castes on the basis
of the Nisitha Curni. This has been done
with least regard for how the processes of
the expansion and adoption or imposi-
tion of varna framework brought many of
the ethnic, tribal and other groups into
the caste structure. Even within North
India, the different regional structures of
caste can be explicated only when such
processes are understood.

The economic and social position of
the Sudras is stated to have improved in
the seventh century but how this came
about is not discussed.. One of the stere-
otypes in the work is the “unity in diver-
sity” explanation for the complexity of
society, bound, however, by uniformity
of institutional forms. Social harmony
among all varnas and social groups is yet
another stereotype constantly used to
characterize the state of society.

All the other chapters follow the same
pattern in their detailed information on
other aspects of society and economy,
and anyone looking for neatly compiled
information will notbedisappointed. Yet
what relevance do these bits of informa-
tion or even the neatly classified data
have unless the chronology of many of
the texts used i$ definitive or clearly es-
tablished and also unless such data is set
forth to explain historical processes even
within a single century with a retrospec-
tive view of its past and a predictive
of its future?

plained in the author’s st that the
literature of a period “is the mirror of
contemporary life and society”, which is
too simplistic an approach to the use of
textual data, showing the author’s lack of
familiarity with the methodological sig-
nificance or recent historiography using
sophisticated tools of analysis to study
literature as a source. Given the varying
contexts in which texts are produced, the
contextand text have to be constantly co-
related before such studies can be made.

The author is also not free from the
golden age syndrome for the Gupta pe-
riod or the post-Gupta anarchy and dis-
order, the emergenceof Harshaasa stabi-
lizing or re-integrating factor again fol-
lowed bydisorderand disintegrationafter
Harsha.

Cast in the traditional mould of his-
torical writing, the book has rigidly
compartmentalized chapters such as I.
Castes, Classes and Family, II. Marriage
and Position of Women, III. Education
and Learning, IV. Economic Life, V. Daily
Life of the People and VI. Religion.

The caste categories are discussed
(rather described as given in the norma-
tive texts) under the usual four varna

Totakejusta few examples, in chapter
II, the references to women, forms of
marriage, remarriageof women, the prac-
tice of niyoga (levirate—which s believed
to have gone out of use in this period),
sati, stridhana and its uses could have
thrown a great deal of light on women,
property rights and their position in a
patriarchal society, if the treatment had
included adiscussion on society evolving
as an integrated whole and not as frag-
mented into various aspects and forms.
In other words, the inter-relationships
between economic aspects and social
relations are ignored. Similarly, in the
chapter on Education and Learning, the
nature of education and institutions, cur-
ricula, etc., for different castesand peoples
could well be an area wherein the com-
parative study of the education systems
(formal and technical education) for dif-
ferent castes and religious communities
(Brahmanical, Buddhist and Jain) could
provide useful insights into social hierar-
chies and the purposes of education.

In the chapter on Economic Life, land
rights, distribution of landed property,
ownership, grants, tenure, revenue and
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taxation etc. are duly mentioned. Yet in-
terpretations of terms by other scholars
are carefully recorded without any at-
tempt to provide alternative ones where
possible or supportive discussion where
necessary. In other words, the author is s
hardly aware of the continuing debate on
land relations, agrarian organization, the
production base and managerial aspects
during the period in question. So is the
case with the author’s approach to trade
and commerce, in which area, there has
been considerable work done on both
Northand SouthIndia. It is essential to be
familiar with this work in orderto discuss
the nature of inland trade and its organi-
zationand theenlarging network of South
Asian trade which became a major inter-
est of Indian traders, particularly of the
corporate trading organizations. The
author has interestingly brought into the
data presented by her on the guilds some
useful pointers to the nature of relation-
ship between the guild organization with
itsownrulesand royal or political control
over their functioning. This is based on
Bharuci’s comments on Manu, which has
beenused in this workinalarge measure.

Chapter VI on Religion talks about
Saivism, Vaishnavism, Saktism, Bud-
dhism, and Jainism, briefly touching upon
various sects within each, the nature of
worship, ritual, pilgrimageand iconogra-
phic forms. While there is hardly any
doubt that the seventh century situation
was one in which 2l the major religious
systems of India had emerged, it is more
important to look at the processes by
which Puranic religion (Brahmanical)
emerged as the dominant form and the
impact of its development over Indian
society and its regional structures vis a vis
the decline of Buddhism which began at
this point of time and the survival of
Jainism as a less important part of the
religious systems in the subsequent peri-
ods. These are hardly the concerns of the
present study, which ends its.survey of
religion in the last chapter by saying that
it wasa period of religious toleration and
growing spirit of harmony, which is yet
another stereotype of the traditional his-
toriography preventing any meaningful
approach to the study of the synchronic
processes of religious development in
early medieval India.

The bibliography (16 pages) is indeed
very impressive. Yet, one cannot help but
notice that some of the works have no
relevance, direct or indirect to the period
under study (e.g. A. Appadorai, Economic
Conditions in South India c. A.0.1000-1500
which is in two volumes and not one as
listed in the bibliography). While some
certainly have a relevance only as works
providing the necessary background and
perspective for the 7th century situation,
some lack the much needed information
on the placeand date of their publication.

R. Champakalakshmi teaches Ancient
Indian History at the Centre for Historical
Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University,
New Delhi.
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The Personality That Was

Indira

Renu Chakravartty

Viking, Penguin

INDIRA GANDHI
By Pupul Jayakar
India, 1992, pp. 535, Rs. 295.00

Gandhi is an eminently readable

book. Not only does it chronicle her
life and activities spaning more than two
thirds of a century, but brings to the fore
many interesting hitherto undisclosed
happenings in her life, personal and oth-
erwise, which delineates a very complex
personality.

Being a woman deeply influenced by
the teachings of ]. Krishnamurthy seek-
ing “self-knowledge”, Pupul Jayakar,
inspite of a fairly balanced approach to
one she loved so deeply, has also seen in
Indira Gandhi practising Krishnamur-
thy’s teachings of trying to distance her-
self from herself toact in the way shedid,
which did not always carry approbation
of even this biographer of hers. Maybe a
character so complex as Indira’s readily
yielded to such interpretation, though it
may be unacceptable to many.

In the portion where shedeals with In-
dira’s childhood at Anand Bhawan as
well as her girlhood by the side of her ail-
ing mother whomshelostatsuchanearly
age, her school days in a foreign country
away from father and relations in India,
theanalysis she makes of Indira’s charac-
ter reminded me of a chrysalis—a thing
of beauty yet to emanate from its unat-
tractive shell. She was shy,withdrawn,
ordinary, slowly emerging, taking in all
that her father’s friends, surroundings,
activities could give her.But she took it all
in in silence. That is where possibly she
learnt she could put in so much in her
famous “silence” whenever faced with
intrigues, difficult situations requiring her
interventions. There is a beautiful de-
scription of what these silences meant
and whence they came, in one of Pupul’s
most beautiful etchings of Indira’s char-
acteristic “silences” which became fa-
mous. To quote: “The silences of Indira
Gandhi became famous silences which
could be opaque, could presage ruthless
responses and silences which were lim-
pid and like clear sweet lake water could
assuage fears and welcome,” and there
were many instances she quoteseg.when

P upul Jayakar's biography of Indira

Kamrajgaveher support to become prime
minister she was clever enough to see it
was not her capabilities which recom-
mended herbut that they felt she could be
manipulated. She kept silent. She needed
Kamraj's support and therefore she as-
sumed the role of a pupil, agreeing to all
moves suggested by him. After she was
sure the Chief Minister supported her,
joy and confidence rose as one whose
destiny was fulfilled. A very apt sum-
ming up of Indira Gandhi is made by
Pupul Jayakar where her silences spoke
volumes and her ambitions burst forth
which the author has caught with all its
myriad intonations. Pupul with all her
admiration for Indira saw her fairly with
all her ambitiousness: “It struck me” she
says “how soon a Prime Minister losesin-
nocence. She wasalready withdrawn, her
mind busy working on many permuta-
tions and combinations. Individuals had
become expensible.”

Her overpowering self-confidenceand
ambition showed through a soft exterior
when writing to her son Rajiv on the eve
of her election she quoted Robert Frost:
“How hard it is to keep from being king,
When it is you and the situation.”

That about sums up the important
facets of Indira Gandhi’s character—her
shrewdness in working out her goals, her
soaring ambitiousness and her inability
to tolerate any whom she felt would
oppose her, which lay at the root of her
sense of insecurity.

That explains to a large extent her
clinging to her younger son Sanjay. Her
Achilles was Sanjay whom she identified
with herself so much that she said an
attack on Sanjay was an attack on herself
as she did when Devraj Urs attacked her
son Sanjay, facing her first expulsion from
the Congress and throwing herself into
tensions which tore her apart. It is this
sense of insecurity that had a lot to do
with her promulgation of Emergency.
Shesaw ghosts of enemies allaround and
with Sanjay at her side together they
searched for every weakness, every crisis
in the Janata; they were determined to

bring the Janatadown and knowing their
internal differences Sanjay worked on
Raj Narain to tell him they would sup-
port Charan Singh in his efforts to be-
come Prime Minister. Chanakya like
mother and son worked. The strategy of
opening a channel to contact Bahuguna
was to be Indira’s job. She felt he could
provide the lever to detach the socialists
from the Janata front. Secret meetings
were held between Indira and Bahuguna,
Kamal Nath wassent to getJagjivanRam'’s
son Suresh to meet Sanjay. Janata’s inter-
nal weaknesses aggravated by the subtle
subterfuge of Indira and Sanjay brought
down the Janata.

Indira’s courage and adamant facing
of the hatred roused by the Shah Com-
mission showed the other side of Indira’s
character which could not but evoke
admiration. But all these left their scars—
a suspicion of people, a lack of trust and
in its place a fiercely protective mantle
around those she felt had stood by her
during her years in the wilderness.

This in effect made the death of Sanjay
doubly unbearable for her. She lay down
all the wrong doings of Sanjay to his
youth. Pupul too seems to have been in-
fluenced by this analysis of this self-willed
turbulent young man who cared not to
distinguish between right and wrong.
Indira turned more to astrology and su-
perstitionand Pupul gently spoke to her
to turn away and see the good and not
always the evil, to no avail. Here Indira’s
unfortunate behaviour towards Sanjay’s
young widow Maneka has been described
in the book and showed that Indira’s
behaviour was inexplicable and to say
the least reprehensible except to say that
two women with strong wills, spirit and
ambition could not live under the same
roof. Maneka was not prepared to with-
draw into anonymity and that is what In-
dira wanted. To me she was behaving
like the traditional mother-in-law in our
backward Indian society.The example
quoted by Pupul is Indira refusing to
write a foreword to the book the young
widow had written on Sanjay. While ac-
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knowledging that thebook was very well
conceived Indira saying she was deter-
mined not to write the foreword is inex-
plicable. She said she had erased Maneka
frem her cherished ones. But Feroze Varun
was her blood. It was nothing but ruth-
lessness returning to Indira. Whatever
Maneka’s shortcomings how could one
expect such behaviour from an experi-
enced and highly sophisticated person
like Indira who had seen life in the raw?
Indira at the same age wanting to marry
Feroze had rebelled against her father. At
the same age when Maneka rebelled it
did not evoke any understanding from
Indira. She gave ultimatums to her that if
she went to address a particular meeting
shehad toleave her house. Shesent circu-
lars that the ‘Induct Maneka’ campaign
must be stopped immediately, the way
sheordered the publishers of Maneka’s
book to stop printing the book without
changing the captions—all these heart-
less and unnecessary attacks on a young
widow that too her daughter-in-law
showed a sideof Indira very littleknown
of the frail, suave, soft spoken Indira. But
this was the totality of Indira’s character
and one has to admire Pupul Jayakar’s

The silences of Indira Gandhi
became famous silences
which could be opague,

could presage ruthless
responses and silences which
were limpid and like clear
sweet lake water could
assuage fears . . .

fair-mindedness as a biographer._

Beforetheend, | have to admit that for
areviewer who knew Feroze Gand hi from
his days in London, till the day he died,
Pupul Jayakar’s portrayal cf this man is
something that is more true to life than
depicted in other biographies of Indira
Gandhi and there are dozens of them.
They all paint him all white or black with
nothing in between.

Feroze no doubt had the “roving eye”
and Pupul Jayakarhas mentioned it more
than once. But the fact that a man who
was deeply committed, nursing Indira’s
mother through long lonely hours, rush-
ing to Indira when she fell ill and needed
him much, is mentioned by her.

That his children loved their father
deeply is acknowledged in the book and
how he took care to give them of his
time, playing with them, teaching 'them
to use their hands etc.They felt their
mother had not treated their father well
and her neglect registered with themina
way that they were unable to give her
much solace when he died so suddenly.

Pupul has not forgotten to mention
the brilliance with which he illuminated
his Parliamentary career especially
through the Mundra episode. Assidu-
ously he built up the dossier against
M.O. Mathai, Nehru’s Secretary which
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inevitably led to his resignation, and the
isolation of Nehru. Indira’s anger against
Feroze reached a peak during 1958-59.

Atthe end of the book,the biographer
mentions Indira’s reminiscences on her
relations with Feroze and her own feel-
ings which is hardly to be found in any
other biography. “Feroze was very at-
tached to me” she had said. On theother
hand she said "Feroze had made her feel
very possessive . . .. it was very difficult
to strike a balance in our relationship." It
is this which makes the biography with-
outany jarring exaggerations sound true.

Pupul has in one paragraph summed
up the complex character of Indira which
shows her tobea fair and incisive biogra-
pher which adds value to her book. "Tlay
awake thinking of . .. (Indira), a woman
socomplex, soskillful, so far seeing.... so
capable of an insightful listening, so
moved by beauty and yet at times so
primeval, so obsessive, so brittle, even
trivial—a woman who refused to be
measured, wholaid herownground rules.

She was no democrat, but she loved
her country. Her courage was epic... She
dared, refused to be intimidated. . . She
made grave mistakes. The intelligentsia
never forgave her for the Emergency. But
if she sinned ‘she sinned bravely’."

Those last words were added to glo-
rify even her sins. This no doubt is the
infection that the biographer caught from
the widespread ‘Indiraphiles’ who were
responsible in no small degree for her de-
terioration. But it must be said that seen
asawhole, Pupul’s admiration for Indira
wasnotblind and shehasadded a degree
of fairness not always seen in biogra-
phers.

Theend of thebiographyagain weaves
itself around the Ganga and the hidden
Saraswati as the fitting requiem to Indira
Gandhi’s life. As a babe, she had been
taken by her grandmother Swaroop Rani
to the waters of the sacred Ganga to be
sprinkled by its holy waters and it was to
Prayag Pupul returns to end the pilgrim-
age of Indira’s life. As she says: “I have
attempted to trace as in a river, Indira
Gandhi’s life from its source; to identify
forces that lurked in her unconscious that
determined and at times distorted her
moods and actions. As a river vanishes
from view when it enters impenetrable
gorges, it becomes arduous to discover
its stormy flow, its whirlpools and its
waterfalls, so in Indira too, there were
when dark moods overwhelmed her,
periods she disappeared into herself,
became secretive and it was no longer
possible to contact her or come close.”
This is how the eminent daughter of the
Ganga came to be seen delineated by one
of her best friends. Pupul Jayakar beauti-
fully describes the complexcharacter that
was Indira Gandhi.

Renu Chakravarthy, CPI MP (1952-67)
and Minister in the ‘Nest Bengal government
(1969), is at preseni a leading figure in the
National Federation of Indian Women.

An Uncompromising Man

D.N. Kaul

DAYS WITH LAL BAHADUR SHASTRI: GLIMPSES FROM THE LAST SEVEN YEARS
By Rajeshwar Prasad

Allied Publishers, New Delhi, 1991, pp. 95,
Rs. 125.00

ers, especially of those who lived to

share the fruits of independence, Lal
Bahadur Shastri will occupyan honoured
niche. Of course, thehaloaround hisname
will perhaps be less bright than those of
his great predecessor or even most of his
successors. This will primarily be because
of the complete absence of politico-intel-
lectual appeal and charisma in his per-
sonality. The only redoubtable event of
his career as India’s Prime Minister was
hisdetermined leadership during the 1965
Indo-Pak war.

This is precisely the picture of this
great manas it emerges from the pages of
thebook underreview. Rajeshwar Prasad,
asenior civil servant from Uttar Pradesh,
had the opportunity of being associated
with Mr. Shastri as his Special Assistant
for nearly seven years. During this long
period he had the opportunity to study
and evaluate this eminent man, both in-
side the office and to a great extent out-
side it, domestically and socially.

When assessing a man whom fate—
perhaps not talent—catapulted into the
position of the highest executive of a
country teeming with myriad problems,
one naturally asks the question: Was
Shastri Prime Ministerial stuff? Frederic
Masson, thereputed French historianand
biographer of Napolean has said that
people have a right to know the man
behind the publicfigure, his human traits,
his fortes and his foibles. The author has
quoted innumerable instances of Shas-
tri’s humility which often went to the
limits of self-effacement. While visiting
the states, he is reported as having re-
marked very often, “Why do you make
Istclassarrangementsfora3rd rateman?”
Humility may be good to a certain extent,

I nthe ValhallaofIndian political lead-

but when carried too far, it can become a
handicap and later, by habit, a pose. Ap-
parently, Shastri had an exaggerated
consciousness of his shortcomings. This
arose partly out of his dimunitive physi-
cal stature. When asked what he thought
of Attlee claiming to be humble, Winston
Churchill remarked, “Yes, Clement has a
lot to be humbleabout”. This could apply
mutatis mutandis to Shastri.

However, Shastri was gifted with the
patience of a Job. His capacity to wait and
bide his time was almost superhuman.
This made him an incomparable negotia-
tor. He could go on and on talking to the
rival factions of a controversy for any
lengthoftime. Perhapsin the process, the
factions got exasperated and sank their
differences as a riddance of endless dis-
cussions. This attitude arose partly be-
cause of his desire to hurt no one. The
Calcutta Chamber of Commerce made
uncharitableand scathing criticism of the
P.M. but he spoke to them in highly con-
ciliatory tones to their mortification. His
role in the identification of the Holy Relic
inKashmirorsortingout differences with
the government of Nepal are crowning
achievements of his negotiating skill.

Shastri was a workoholic and worked
himself to a premature death. He seems
to have beena one-dimensional man who
had no hobbies, no urges, no frolic. This
made him drive inadvertently his per-
sonal staff and family to the point of dis-
traction. He hardly ever left his office
before midnight. Says Prasad, “In fact,
the manner in which Shastriji carried on
at times was so exhausting, so taxing on
his staff, that in moments of agony and
exasperation the only way I could con-
sole myself was with the reflection that if
only he had been working under me,
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instead of my working under him, I would
have dismissed him from service.” What
candour!

Shastri had quaint fads. He was
steeped in the Hindu ethos and was natu-
rally austere, puritanical and a killjoy. He
regretted agreeing to open a cattle fair
because there was a reference to poultry.
It hurt his uncompromising vegetarian-
ism. He insisted on wearing worn-out
and frayed jackets and would not touch a
pair of pyjamas, not withstanding
Jawaharlal Nehru's jocular gibes at him.

Shastri showed his mettle during the
Indo-Pak war of 1965. He asked his gen-
erals to open a second front against Paki-
stan in Punjab, though I know, he was
egged on to that stand by Mr. Sidiqui, the
then Kashmir Chief Minister.

This book naturally compels compari-
son with some other books of the same
genre. The one which comes readily to
mind is M.O. Mathai’s: My years with
Nehru. Mathai’s book is more juicy and
anecdotal. Writer’s style apart, Mathai
was writing about a colourful, many-
facetted man who bubbled with joie de-
vivre. Prasad has had to delineate a one-
dimensional, colourless man who thought
he owed noduty to himselfand for whom
life wasan endless saga of unrelieved dry
file work. It is said that he revised drafts
twodozentimes; not that he was a perfec-
tionist; he just lacked the quickness of
certainty and a surety of touch.

Thebook throws no light whatever on
Shastri’s vision of India or of a global
order. There is not even a remote hint of
his creativity. Obviously while the sub-
stance within was mediocre, the packag-
ing was even worse. Apart from integrity
and humility, a Prime Minister must have
panache. He must impress. We look in
vain for these traits.

The last but one chapter of the book
has been very poignantly written. Per-
haps, dismayed at the thought of his
countrymen not endorsing the results of
his confabulations at Tashkent, his ailing
and already damaged heart decided to
call it a day. This harmless sincere man
metan agonising death with excruciating
pain and what is worse, with nobody
nearby to comfort him in that hour. What
a man, and what an end? Perhaps there
could be no fitter epitaph to Shastri the
man than the quotation from
Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar with which
Prasad ends his book.

.. . His life was gentle

And elements so mixed in him

That Nature might stand up and say to

all the world, .

This was a man.

The book is written in simple lan-
guage in what Bernard Shaw called “the
newspapery everydayness”. Thereare no
turns of phrase, no purple patches. But
the book, nonetheless, is very readable.

D.N. Kaul, a former DG of Police, Jammu
and Kashmir, and the author of Reflections
on Police, Society and Allied Subjects, is
now a freelance writer.

14 ¢ THE BOOK REVIEW / VOLUME XVII NUMBER 1



Caste and
Class in India

Sharit K. Bhowmik

SOCIAL STRATIFICATION
Edited by Dipankar Gupta

Oxford University Press, Delhi, 1992
(second enlarged edition), pp. xvii+518,
Rs. 150.00

his book comprises a collection of
T articles on various aspects of

stratificationin Indian society. The
collection is preceeded by an introduc-
tion on hierarchy and difference by the
editor. In this essay Gupta effectively
argues thatstratification cannot be viewed
mainly as hierarchies but should be
viewed also asdifferences between social
groups.He emphasizes that the layers
comprising social stratification are not
necessarily arranged horizontally but
moreoftenarearranged vertically orsepa-
rately. This can be found in the case of
language, religion or nationality where
differences are horizontal and not
vertical.The caste system is viewed by
some sociologists as a hierarchical order-
ing. This, Gupta points out, is a brah-
manical view—a view from the top. If
oneexamines castes from the bottom then
one finds that it is the differences rather
than the hierarchies which distinguish
one caste from the other. Gupta proceeds
toexaminesocialclasses inthesamelight.
Such a view accepts the role of conflicts
between castes and between classes
whereas a hierarchy which is accepted as
such by all its constituents will not have
conflicts. Hierarchy and difference can
coexist.One of the manifestations of dif-

“To sum up then, social stratification is
the ordering of social differences with the
help of a set of criteria or just a single
criterion (which is generally the case)
which ties the differentiated strata intoa
system. Secondly, systems of social strati-
fication just do not exist. They emerge
only after a deliberate act on the part of
the observer or analyst to opt for that
common criterion or criteria. Thirdly,
because these systems of social stratifica-
tion are pivoted on mental constructions
there s often a good deal of heart burning,
house burning and even wife burning on
this account. Different people have differ-
ent reckonings of stratification, and when
these systems do not match there is fric-
tion, often fire.”

Dipankar Gupta in 'Introduction’

ference is conflict which in most cases
challenges the hierarchical relations be-
tween the constituents. This shows that
the relations between castes are
dynamic,not static and conflici-free as
the brahmanical view may want us to
believe. Gupta’s introduction may ini-
tially overawe the lay reader who is not
familiar with sociological studieson caste
but on going through the readings its sig-
nificance will become clear.

The first section has articles on caste.
M.N. Srinivas’ article on “Varna and
Caste” and G.S. Ghurye’s article on
“Features of the Caste System” stress on
Jati as the unit of the caste system. Srini-
vas explains that the four-fold Varna
system is essentially a book view and it
does not exist in reality in most parts of
the country. Jatiisthereality and it should
form the unit of caste. The articles by
Marriot, Kolenda and Bougle describe
the various aspects of the caste system
while Madan lucidly explains Dumont’s
interpretation of the caste system as a
hierarchy. The last threearticles by Berre-
man, Mancher and Gupta are effective
critiques of Dumont’s brahmanical view
on the caste system.

The section on caste profiles covers a
wide range which collectively proves that
the caste system is not as cutand dried as
the brahmanical view makes it out to be.
It contains an extract from Beteille’s pio-
neering work on a Tamil village and an
interesting article on the Bengali bhad-
ralok by S.K. Mukherjee. Pettigrew’s es-
say on the Jats is significant in the sense
that she shows how they consider them-
selves superior to the brahmins because
of their valour and their skills in agricul-
ture. Khare explains that the untouch-
ablestoo havetheir own viewsof caste hi-
erarchy and purity. Thearticlesby Ahmed
and Fuller deal with theinfluence of caste
on Muslims and Christians respectively.

The section on class contains extracts
fromwellknown worksonagrarianstruc-
ture. Dhanagare’s categorization of classes
inruralIndiaisanimportantlandmarkin
agrarian studies.It clears the ambiguity
indefining classes in rural societiesand is
more comprehensive than the scheme
suggested by Thorner. Dhanagare in fact
improves on Thorner’s classification.
Gough’s work on class in a Thanjavur
villageisadeparture from thestaticmodel
adopted by most sociologists who have
written on village studies in the 1950s.
The dynamic approaches of Dhanagare
and Gough is mainly a result of their
applying the Marxian method to study
agrarian structure. Ghanshyam Shah’s
study examines class formation among
the Chaudhri tribe in Gujarat. He shows
how differentiation in tribal communi-
ties is a result of the uneven capitalist
development in the country. This article
and another by Thapar and Siddiqi are
the two dealing with stratification and
change among tribal communities.

The last section covers caste, class and
conflictand is well developed integration
of the views in the earlier sections. It has

“What then separates our real lived-in
world from the ‘best of all possibleworlds’
is our understanding of social stratifica-
tion. . . By social stratification we mean
not just the differences that separate fel-
low human beings in society, whether on
grounds of culture, economy or biology,
but we also include within its scope hier-
archical rankings which ordain positions
of superiority and inferiority within the
society.”

Dipankar Gupta in ‘Preface’

readings on caste mobility by Srinivas,
Beteille and Rowe. The other readings by
Von Heschen and Bandhopadhyay,
Pradip Bose and Breman deal with the
ensuing violent conflicts which result
when the oppressed castes attempt to
articulate their problems. Bailey’s read-
ing is from his well known work on caste
conflicts in Orissa resulting from the
monetization of the economy which en-
ables some of the "inferior"” castes to im-
prove their access to resources. This is
resented by the castes whichtraditionally
controlled the resources (mainly land).
The editor has included an appendix
which explores the main theoretical for-
mulations on social stratification. Gavin
Smith analyses the Marxian approach
while the conflict free functionalist ap-
proach is expounded in Davis and
Moore’s widely criticized article. The
other two approaches included are those
of Weber and of course Dumont.
Thereadings by and large focus onthe
castesysteminrural India. The industrial
sector has been almost ignored. Of the
thirty readings in this volume only two
are on industrial workers. These are
Morris’ study on the formation of the
labour force in Bombay and Jamshed pur
and Holmstrom's essay on “Who are the
Working Class?” which examines the
symbiotic and exploitative relationship
between the organized sectorand the un-
organized, informalsector wherein Holm-
strom modifies his earlier formulationon
the independence of the two sectors.One
would have expected a few more read-
ings on industrial workers which exam-
ine the relationship between caste, class
and tribe. In fact another weakness in the
collection is that there is hardly any
emphasis on stratification among tribes.
These two omissions would give one the
impression that the problems of social
stratification in India are centred around
castes which is not entirely correct.
Inspite of these shortcomings this col-
lection certainly deserves being read. It
will prove useful for students of sociol-
ogy and the general reader. The editor
has given a list of books for further read-
ing after each section with notes on their
significance. One is especially impressed
by the sequencing of the readings which
gives the collection a coherent shape.

Sharit K. Bhowmik is Reader, Department
of Sociology, DelhiSchool of Economics, Delhi
University.
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Unacceptable
Cost

Enakshi Ganguly
Thukral

THE VIOLENCE OF THE GREEN
REVOLUTION

By Vandana Shiva

Third World Network, 1991, 2nd
edition, distributed in India by the
Other India Bookstore, Mapusa, Goa,
(published in 1989 by The Research
Foundation for Science and Ecology,
Dehradun), pp. 264, Rs. 95.00

s Indians, from our childhood, we

have been recounted the glories of
the Green Revolution and have been
subjected to answering innumerable
general knowledge questions on how the
Green Revolution was responsible for
making Punjab the granary of India. While
one could see the success achieved by
new agricultural methods being intro-
duced, what we had not been told was
that there was another sideto this picture.
Shiva’s book, The Violence Of The Green
Revolution breaks many of the myths
surrounding the ‘success’ of the Green
Revolution.

Man’s desire to gain more and more
control over nature to meet his growing
needs haveresulted in major human trage-
dies. Man'’s
tampering
with nature
and its proc-
esses has not

The Green
Revolution

was promoted onlyled toeco-
as a strategy logicaliimbal-
ances ina par-
that would ticular area, it
has unleashed

create material 1
a chain reac-

abundance in tion of events

agricultural so-  that has af-
o fected sogiety
cieties and re- asawhole. The

experience of
the Green
Revolution
was based on
the assump-
tion that technology is a superior substi-
tute for nature and hencea means of pro-
ducing limitless growth, unconstrained
by nature’s limits. Experiences with large

duce agrarian
conflict.
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We in India do not seem to learn our

lessons.

Our new economic and agri-

cultural policies seem to reflect the same
philosophy. Our experiences with other
development projects like large dams are
not taken as lessons and construction of
these projects with aid from international
bilateral funding bodies resulting in more
andmoreindebtedness continues unabated.

dams, nuclear power plants,large-scale
deforestation, trawler fishing along the
coastline are other such examples.

Related to this is the whole question
of transfer of technology and inter-
national funding which are major issues
of debate today.

Our experience with the Green Revo-

lution exemplifiesall these processes and
their impact. Agriculture in India; as it
was in most of the world before technol-
ogy was adopted, was based on a sym-
biotic relationship with nature. Due to
the use of “superior technology” there
was a sudden spurt in agricultural pro-
duction in Punjab. Lush green fields with
highyielding varieties of crops, rich farm-
ers in their tractors—all became symbols
of a prosperous Puiijab. Shiva traces the
whole process from the 1950’s that slowly
led to the transfer. There were three
groupsofinternationalagenciesinvolved
in transferring the American model of
agriculture to India—private American
foundations, the American Government
and the World Bank. However it was in
1966 that the pressure tactics adopted by
the American Government in the face of
the growing scarcity due to the droughts
that year, that forced India to adopt new
agricultural policies. U.S. President
Lyndon Johnson refused to commit food
aid beyond one month in advance until
anagreement to adopt the Green Revolu-
tion Package was signed. There were a
number of people including the then
Prime Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri who
cautioned against rushing into agricul-
ture based on new varieties. But words of
caution were thtown to the winds. Shas-
tri’s suddendemise in 1966 madeit easier
to introduce the new strategy. Even the
Planning Commission was bypassed since
it was viewed as a bottleneck. The Ameri-
can model of agriculture,which had not
donetoo wellinits own country, and was
in fact responsible to a large measure for
thecreationofthe American Dust Bowl of
the 1930’s, was adopted by India.

Shiva analyses in detail the impact of
each component of the Green Revolu-
tion—the miracle HYV (High Yielding
Variety) seeds, the intensive irrigation,
pesticides and chemical fertilizers—had
on agriculture, productivity and on the
society at large. “The Green Revolution
was promoted as a strategy that would
create material abundancein agricultural

societiesand reduceagrarian conflict”.In
other words, it offered technology to
substitute both nature and policies for
creation of abundance and peace. It was
almost as if the Green Revolution was
seenas the panacea forallills—economic,
social and political. Little did one realize
it would create many more ills.
Aftertwodecadesthereis scarcity, not
abundance, and the political costs of the
Green Revolution have become visible.
Nothing can condone the insane killing
of people, but a situation has to be under-
stood in its historical perspective. Shiva

traces the connection between the pres- |

entday political conflict and rising of ter-
rorismin Punjab to the change in agricul-
ture policy.

Destruction of geneticdiversity thanks
to the miracle seeds, new species of
pestsdiseased and infertile soil, failing
crops, desertification through salinisation
and water logging because of intensive
irrigation, fragmented land holdings,
indebted and discontented farmers are
all linked to the success of the Green
Revolution. Needless to say such a situ-
ation is a fertile breeding ground for
political unrest.

The problems arising out of the ‘suc-
cess’ of the Green Revolution cannot and
should not be viewed in isoiation. It is
part of a vicious cycle of bad planning
resulting in involuntary displacement of
large populations from their existing life-
styles without viablealternatives, forcing
them to join the ever increasing pools of
migrant and most often bonded labour.
These are of course related to questions
regarding models of development, and
our experiences with the green revolu-
tion is only one such example.

Therefore Shiva’s well researched book
is a very good example of what short-
sighted ‘development’ measures can do
tous. But weinIndiado not seemtolearn
our lessons. Our new economicand agri-
cultural policies seem to reflect the same
philosophy.Our experiences with other
development projects like large dams are
not taken as lessons and construction of
these projects with aid from international
bi-lateral funding bodies resulting in more
and more indebtedness, continues un-
abated. When will we ever learn?

Enakshi Ganguly Thukral is Project Coor-
dinator of the Delhi based MARG.

MEDICINE

A Competent Factual Study

Kiran Datar

IMPERIALISM AND MEDICINE IN BENGAL: A SOCIO-HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE

By Poonam Bala
Sage Publications, 1991, Pp- 174, Rs 185.00

With the introduction of English,

it was well-nigh impossible for

training in Indian medicine to follow a format that would meet the
approval of the British State. This may have been founded upon
imperialistic hauteur at its best, but the rise of the chemical and drug
industry and the growing profession of medicine in Britain created a
vast gulf between Indian and western medical sciences which was
getting wider every day so that by the second decade of this century,
many Indians too believed that it could not be breached.

tisa welcomechangeto seethe prolif-

erationin the numbers of monographs

seeking to study aspects of society,
which have earlier been left neglected by
professional historians. The work under
review emerges out of a doctoral degree
awarded by the University of Edinburgh,
United Kingdom. It seeks to analyse the
social and historical dimensions of the
character of medicine in Bengal in the
nineteenth century and the first half of
the twentieth century. The impact of the
state on indigenous medicine and west-
ern medicine, and the political and eco-
nomicenvironmentin which policies were
framed, arethethemes which runthrough
the book.

Information relating to indigenous
medicineis found inthe Vedas,and in the
post-Vedic period it was codified in the
Ayurveda. In the early post-Vedic pe-
riod, the Brahmins acted to stigmatise the
growing medical knowledge and prac-
tice, and to appropriate it. With the
Muslim conquest came the Greco-Arab
or Unani system of medicine. In the early
nineteenth century Bengal, the British
sought to utilise the indigenous forms of
medicine for training and research. In
1822 was established the Native Medical
Institution, followed by the Calcutta
Sanskrit College and the Calcutta
Madrasa, where parallel instructions were
carried out in indigenous and translated
western texts. In the 1830s however, a
fierce debateraged between the Oriental-
ists and the Anglicists on the value of
indigenous versus a western system of
medicine, resulting in a victory of the
latter. The position of the Anglicists was
“....aknowledge of the English language
we consider as a sine qua non, because that
language combines the circle of all the
sciences and incalculable wealth of all the

printed works and illustrations, circum-
stances which giveitobviousadvantages
over Oriental languages, in which are
only to be found the crudest elements of
science, or the most irrational substitutes
for it.” It resulted in the abolition of the
Native Medical Institute and its replace-
ment with the Calcutta Medical College.

Interest in indigenous drugs contin-
ued however, specially in medicines such
as kala dana and kut keliga and in drugs
using opium and calomel in the cholera
epidemic 0f 1839-1840.In contrast though,
the British drug industry underwent far
more significant changes, because of a
concerted move towards the standardi-
sationof drugs. Thelisting of official drugs
which came to be recognised by the
General Medical Council in 1858 was
compiled as the British Pharmacopoeia.
The criticism of the lack of standardisa-
tionintheindigenous drugindustry,and
the differences in the approach towards
diagnostic treatment led to a growing
distancebetween western and indigenous
medicine.

In nineteenth century industrial Brit-
ain there was a rapid growth in the
numbers, skills and organisation of pro-
fessions based on technology. The Medi-
cal Act of 1858 organised the profession
of medicine, and gave it a monopoly. It
created the General Medical Council and
set up a register of practitioners. Within
India also, there was a concerted attempt
by British and Indian physicians of west-
ern medicine, to secure registration acts
in each province, and a series of Medical
Registration Acts were passed between
1912and 1919. This was strongly resented
by the indigenous medical groups and
the nationalists. Advocates of the non-
cooperation movement prevented people
from attending western medical hospi-
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The consolidation of the -British
Empire in the second half of the nine-
teenth century roughly coincided
with the growth of professionalism in
Britain. This was also the period
during which the major professions
in Britain, namely, medicine, law,
architecture, accountancy and engi—
neering, were undergoing rapid
transformation. Professionalisation
of medicine in India was a part of the
' colonial natureand represented Brit-
ishattempts to carry over the medical
practices of an industrial society into
a vastly different developing society.

tals and championed the cause of indige-
nous methods of treatment. This led to
the Ayurvedic movement and the forma-
tion of the All India Ayurvedic Congress
in 1907, which became the leading or-
ganisation of vaids in India. In 1921, a
national university was established in
Bengal, Gaudiya Sarvavidyayatana, as
part of the non-cooperation movement.
The nationalists were bringing increas-
ing pressure on the government to en-
courage Indian systems of medicine. In
1931, indigenous practitionersestablished
a General Council and State Faculty of
Ayurvedic medicine in Bengal for regu-
lating the standards of instructions in
Ayurvedic medicine. However, indige-
nous practitioners were excluded from
the Medical Council of India which was
setupin1936.On theone hand, there was
pushing to conirol diverse forms of
medicine, and on the other hand the vari-
ous systems were pressuring for further
recognition and support.

State and public health policies in
Britain and Bengal also showed a great
divergence. In Britain the development
of medical bacteriology and the recogni-
tion of the relationship between filth and
disease stimulated the reforms of the
nineteenth century, and the legislation
forimproving health conditions. The state
intervened to improve housing and sani-
tary conditions. This was not paralleled
in India. Religious and. social prejudices
created problems in the implementation
of vaccination and inoculation policies.
Changesintheeconomy of India (brought
about by the colonial state) was also cre-
ating the environment for the spread of
epidemic and endemic diseases. There
was the increased mobility of the Indian
population with a shift of labour from
villages to the industrial town of Calcutta
and the tea estates of Assam. The build-
ing of transport and irrigation facilities
changed the environment. Construction

Poonam Bala
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of railway networks interfered with the
natural drainage systems whereembank-
ments and bridges had acted as a dam.
From the 1890s to 1921 malaria claimed
about 20 million lives. The lack of sensi-
tivity to the social conditions prevalentin
India resulted in opposition by the in-
digenous population, and hence the un-
satisfactory implementation of health
policies.

For most of the nineteenth century,
western medicine was advantaged by its
near monopoly of government positions.
The advances in western medicine in-
creased its popularity among some sec-
tions of the indigenous population famil-
iar with the English language and institu-
tions, i.e. the bhadralok. As western medi-
cine, in common with other professions,
in India required a facility in English, it
was concentrated among the bhadralok.
By the 1890s all government schools were
requiring competence in English as an
entry requirement. Between 1923and 1937
the marked preponderance of Bengali
Hindus was noticeable in the Calcutta
Medical College. There were efforts at
various times to move resources towards
the less privileged groups, but the
privileged bhadralok managed to re-es-
tablish and even advance their level of
privilege. The enquiry that theauthor has
made with respect to ethnic profile and
imperial medical policy is an interesting
one. However apart from showing the
position of the bhadralok in this respect,
she has not really explored the wider
issue of imperial medical policy in rela-
tion to colonial ideology and social con-
trol. The reader is left feeling a little dis-
appointed as the issue is posed but not
discussed within the context of the social
and historical perspective of the work.
The manner and extent to which western
medicine was part of the ideology and
accountancy of empire, receives only a
cursory treatment. Againa support of the

bhadralok to western medicine within the
context of the nationalist support and its
tensions to the Ayurvedic movement
thereon is not touched on at all.
Imperialism and Medicine in Bengal is a
competent factual study but though it
offers a historical sketch, it is not so suc-
cessful in showing the connection be-
tween the policies of the colonial state,
and the indigenous social and economic
environment. The author starts to deal
with the problems of the dislocation of
the traditional economy (p 108) but it isa
cursory treatment. Also the issue of pro-

CENTENNIAL TRIBUTE

fessionalisation which s claimed to “form
a significant feature in this study” is not
really brought out. The value of the work
however liesin the claim of the author “to
initiate, through this work, further stud-
ies on the trajectories of indigenous
medicine in modern times and the re-
sponse of the people to structural trans-
formations in Indian medicine.”

Dr. Kiran Datar teaches history at’ Janki
Devi Mahavidyalaya, Delhi Unt:
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The Intellectual Aesthete

Meenakshi Mukherji

VICTORIA OCAMPO

Compiled and edited by the Embassy of Arg

in India and igdha Dey

B.R. Publishing Corporation, Delhi, 1992, pp. 148, Rs. 110.00

V olumes compiled from papers pre-
sented at centenary celebrations
generally tend to be eulogistic. But
the present book surprisesthereader with
its variety of approaches—ranging from
hagiographic to sharp and stringently
critical—in assessing Victoria Ocampo,
the Argentina literary figure whose con-
nections with India are well-known. Edi-
torof an influential journal Sur, author of
nine volumes of Testimonies and other
books,a mediator between Argentinaand
the aesthetic traditions of other civiliza-
tionof the world, Ocampo was a figure to

reckon with in the literary culture of her
own country, but her celebrated friend-
ship with Rabindranath, and to a lesser
extent her correspondence with Gahd_hi,
Nehru, and her meeting with Indira
Gandhi in Buenos Aires in 1968 (two
years after Ocampo wrote a piece on her
in Sur) link her in several ways with
India. Maria Reneé Cura’s essay in this
volume maps out a detailed account of
these connections.

The present book is the product of a
1991 seminar held in the Jawaharlal Nehru
University, Delhi, to mark Victoria
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Ocampo’s (1890-1989) birth centenary.
This is not the first book on Ocampo
published in India. Inthis volume Aparajit
Chattopadhyay reviews two of the ear-
lier books—both full length studies (in
Bengali)—by Ketaki Kushari Dyson and
ShankhoGhosh. In 1989 Sahitya Akademi
published a volume on her in English In
Your Rlossoming Flower Garden, also by
Dyson. The present collection of papers
may however be the first attempt to as-
sess Ocampo in her totaiity, and not only
in terms of her relationship with Rabin-
dranath. Most Bengali readers know
about Tagore’s stay at San Isidro as the
guest of the gracious Victoria Ocampo
and his subsequent poems addressed to
heras ‘Bijoya’. It was necessary to remind
the non-Spanish knowing reader in India
that Ocampo’s trajectory was much wider
thanthisbriefencounterand her farrang-
ing intellectual and literary friendships
included those with Ortega Y Gasset,
Keyserling, André Malraux, Virginia
Woolf, Gabriella Mistral, Jean Cocteau
and Sergei Eisenstein.

One of the most interesting essays in
the volume by R. Narayanan focuses on
the Argentine critique of Sur as an elitist
enterprise, reflecting the editor’s “very
personal tastes and class background”.
Allegedly, this journal gave more space
to European literature and ideas than to
Latin American writing, and published
local writers only when during the Sec-
ond World War foreign writings became
scarce. The aristrocratic, beautiful and
brilliant woman who edited it had evi-
dently a very Eurocentric upbringing
because her first prose pieces were writ-
ten in French rather than in Spanish.
Narayanan's essay documents the subse-
quent debate on the liberal humanist and
universalist stand of Sur whose “reflec-
tions on the ongoing ideological debate
were admittedly circumscribed, giving
very little sense of the conflict in the
Argentine history of the time”. The “dis-
engaged” tone of the journal, the critique
implies, is supported by an unstated
political orthodoxy which feared the
erosion of culturai standards through
contact with the indigenous masses.

The volume gains by having side by
side with Narayanan’s sharp analysis,
thewarm personal reminiscences of Mony
Chadha, our former Ambassador to
Argentina. Chadha writes with nostalgia
and elegance about the afternoons at the
Ocampo Villa where intellectuals were
broughttogetherand good food was “gra-
ciously served with old world charm by
her loyal family retainers”. Yet another
perspective is provided by the Peruvian
writer Javier Sologurien who admires
Victoria Ocampo for choosing to be a
non-conformist, for taking up the femi-
nist cause long before it was fashionable
to do so, or for reaching out to unfamiliar
cultures, when her “exclusive high class
bourgeoisie” background, much wealth
and beauty could easily have “impris-
oned her in thegilded cage of asmug and
material existence”. Shyama Prasad

Gangullyalsomakesa similar pointin his
paper by insisting that “if the privilege
fromexclusive family or class background
was channelised” the way Ocampo chan-
nelised her resources and energy, criti-
cism of elitism loses its edge.

These arguments and counter argu-
ments add interest to the volume and
through competingdiscursiveclaims, this
controversial woman emerges as a hu-
man being.

Susnigdha Dey’s essay brings together
Ocampo and Octavio Paz, writers com-
ing from the two extremities of Latin
America—Argentina and Mexico, who
“have been able to erode the insularity of
the Occidental base of Latin Americatoa
great extent”. He looks at them through
the ‘self’ and ‘other” paradigm of Saidian
critical discourse and attempts to break
downthedichotomy of the centreand pe-
riphery metaphor.

Malabika Bhattacharya makes some
important critical observations about the
one-sidedness of the Tagore-Ocampo re-
lationship, regretting Rabindranath’s
mistake “in identifying Latin America
with the West”. While Ocampo had read
Tagore and tried to understand India
through him, Tagore “did not recognize
Victoria’s trueinner self” and showed no
interest in understanding her culture or
getting to know the literature of Latin
America, confessing “I have not the en-
ergy and strength needed for kpowing a
strange country”. It is generally recog-
nized today that Tagore’s own inade-
quate translations of his poems were
responsible for the devaluation of his
currency in the West, despite the Nobel
Prize. Malabika Bhattacharya’s essay
narrates a telling anecdote describing this
“falsification of his own coins”. Victoria
Ocampo was very moved by Tagore’s
impromptu oral English transiation of a
Bengali poem (‘Kankal’) that he wrote at
San Isidro. Next day he disappointed her
by showing her a sanitised and bloodless
written version in English. When she
asked him why inthis translation he omit-
ted parts of the original, “he replied that
in his opinion that would not interest
westerners. The blood rose to my cheeks

‘as if I had been slapped.” This paper

argues persuasively that homogenizing
“The West” to include Europe, North
America as well as South America, and
dismissing this ‘West’ as insensitive to
philosophical subtleties were Tagore’s
two-foid errors of judgement.

Barring a few cliched pieces (one by
Durga Shirali for example) most of the
essays in one way or another contribute
to the construction of Ocampo’s image.
Considering its specialized nature, the
volume is remarkably readable, and even
those with no prior knowledgeofthe sub-
ject will end up being fascinated by this
woman of untiring aesthetic enthusiasm
and intellectual drive.

Meenakshi Mukherjiteachesat the Jawahar-
Ial Nehru University, New Delhi.

POETRY

Cool, Speckled Shells

Shobhana Bhattacharji

THE OXFORD INDIA ANTHOLOGY OF TWELVE MODERN INDIAN POETS

By Arvind Krishna Mehrotra

Oxford University Press, Delhi, 1992, pp. 182, Rs. 100.00

Poetry cannot be a matter of rhyme and rhythm, because
Ramanujan’s “Moulting,” included in this anthology, has nei-
ther. Nor does a poem have to be esoteric, because the anguished
prayer for the rites of passage of a young son in “Moulting” is
almost as well said in the John Martyn song, “May you never.
Readability is probably a good test, but it must go along with a
pleasure in savouring the poem. Readability? For whom? There
are only elitist answers to that, but Vikram Seth’s Golden Gate

passes the test for many.

t is a truth yet to be universally ac-

knowledged that the most basic ques-

tions about poetry have never been
satisfactorily answered. Perhaps for that
reason, it is infra dig to ask what poetry is
or how it works. It cannot be a matter of
rhymeand rhythm, because Ramanujan’s
“Moulting,” included in this anthology,
has neither. Nor does a poem have to be
esoteric, because the anguished prayer
for the rites of passage of a young son in
“Moulting” is almost as well said in the
John Martyn song, “May you never”.
Readability is probably a good test, but it
must go along with a pleasure in savour-
ing the poem. Readability? For whom?
There are only elitist answers to that, but
Vikram Seth’s Golden Gate passes the test
for many.

Itis characteristic of The Golden Gate to
surprise you at every reading with its
accuracy. The otherwise boring phrase of
lit.crit. that poetry must delight is true of
the poem. Even when it moves you to
tears, the pleasure of words perfectly
containing the event described is strong.
Imagine my joy, then, that The Oxford
India Anthology of Twelve Modern Indian
Poets has extracts from Seth’s poem. In so
brief an anthology, it was probably not
possible to have more than the nine stan-
zas included here, but they are some-
thing, even if they leave out the context
for “Heroic, silly whichever they have
gathered here. In the pre-dawn, dew-
dampand chilly.” Seth’s great strength is
that he never generalises without first
giving youa precise set of events to fit the
generalisation. Here, however, we learn
that dawn is breaking after a solstice but
we do not know who these people are,
why they have gathered together, or why

they have lighted candles and are sing-
ing. Fortunately, thereareother poems to
correct the impression that Seth is a con-
fused writer:

Id thought I was free. Wrong from the
start.
I found I loved him entirely instead.
There was no real hope. Guy loving
uy?
Man—that’s a wierd trip—and not for
me.’
[ accepted that. But next day, warily,
Wecoiled to snapor spring, Rash truth.
To lie
Still could have spared the trust; the
warmth as well,
1 left his room that day, I try to tell
Myself this sorrow like this ink will
dry.
(From “Guest”.)

Of Agha Shahid Ali’s poems, two are
outstanding. The mother in “The Season
of the Plain” speaks about the monsoon
when

messages pass between lovers.,
Heer and Ranjha and others

of legends, their love forbidden,
burned incense all night,
waiting for answers, My mother
hummed Heer’s lament g
but never told me if she

also burned sticks

of jasmine that, dying,

kept raising soft necks

of ash. ... She only

said: The monsoors never cross
the mountains intoc Kashmir.

The encapsulation of relationships in
an Indian family—the reticence of the
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mother, the unslaked curiosity and wise
suspicion of the son—are delicately
handled. In “Cracked Portraits”, we have
the impotent rage of an old man:

He wound the gramophone (sic) to a
fury,

the needles grazing Malika Pukhraj’s
songs,

as he, drunk, tore his shirts

and wept at the refrain,

Tam still young.’

Despite the terrible inadequacy of the
English language to capture the harsh-
ness of Pukhraj’s song, the poem works
because her shattering defiance is in the
old man’s actions.

Poets are generally good on poetry,
especially when they speak of their
struggles with writing and the possibility
that although they must write poetry, the
poemsare of no use to anyone. Keats was
eventually able to calm the feverand fret
of his questioning with the stripped and
confident statement that

Poesy alone can tell her dreams,

With the fine spell of words alone can
save

Imagination from the Cable chain of
dumb enchantment.

Byron was more concerned with offi-
cial and unofficial censorship when he
angrily asked his critics who was ever
changed by a poem.

The contexts may differ, but this an-
thology has a bunch of poems on the
problem. Here is Dilip Chitre on it:

Often, inthemiddle of a poem, [would
kill

Bugs and roaches with a powerful
spray. A poem hardly

Upsets the balance of nature, O my
effluents

Polluting the minds of others.

(from “Travelling in a Cage”)

The despair is stronger in another poem:

Poetry is the strangest form of incest
People making love to the same idea
With so many different bodies
And always feeling
Next to nothing as soon as they are
done.
(from “In Limbo”)

Giving the issue a slightly different slant,
Eunice de Souza has a wonderful piece
on “Meeting Poets”:

Meeting poets | am disconcerted
sometimes

by the colour of their socks

The suspicion of a wig

the wasp in the voice

and an air, sometimes, of dankness.

Best to meet in poems:
cool speckled shells
in which one hears

a sad but distant sea.

De Souza, of course, is not afraid to

includemore thanasad and distant world
in her poem. Manohar Shetty can be
equally precise about facts. A pigeon

Settles cosily by the window,
Burping softly,

and a cockroach

Reappears, feelers
Like miniature periscopes,
Questioning the air.

(“Domestic Creatures”)

You need to have surprised a cock-
roach in the kitchen at about 3a.m. to ap-
preciate that. More magical than the de-
tail is the leisure implicit in hearing and
watching the small accompaniments of
life. Once you notice that, you find your-
self slowing down to listen to pigeons
burping. This burgeoning of effect is
probably what the best poems achieve.

JayantMahapatra’s “Abandoned Brit-
ish Cemetery at Balasore” is a powerful
invocation of the confused feelings
aroused by such cemeteries anywhere in
India. The epitaphs repeat the story of
British boys and girls whodied of cholera
at very young ages. Their graves wait
“for the elaborate ceremonial of a coming
generation/to keephistoryawake.” When
Mahapatra says that the graves “stifle the
survivor’sissuing cry,” I feel chastised by
his compassion because each time [ have
seen thegraves of thehundreds who died
young, I have wondered why the British
stayed on for solong. Like Shetty’s poems,
this one begins in aspecificsituation from
where it grows outwards to encompass
British imperialism and the responses of
those left withits effects. The differenceis
that Mahapatra channels the reader’s
mind in a particular direction. To adapt
Brecht, this is not a legitimate function of
poetry, itis its only function.

Three good points about the book
which are not directly to do with the
poetry strike one. It has that clean, gener-
ally free-of-mistakes text that is charac-
teristic of OUP publications; how nice to
find twelve Indian poets all in one place;
and Arvind Mehrotra writes good Eng-
lish. Then the goblins start marching
across one’s reactions. For instance, must
the poems be prefaced with comments?
Why not have explanations after the
reader has some opinions on the poems?
And if Nissim Ezekiel is to be established
as “a good poet”, is it necessary to con-
demn Sarojini Naidu’s work as “melliflu-
ous drivel” to do so? (9).

Of course, introductory explanations
have a respectable history. Consider, for
instance, Dr. Johnson on Shakespeare, or
Wordsworth’s preface to the Lyrical Bal-
lads. They can even be helpful. Mehro-
tra’s explanations, however, create mo-
ments of astonishment that belong to a
different class. For instance, he quotes
Walter Benjamin’s thesison historyabout
a historical materialist blasting open the
continuum of history, follows it with an
extract from Jussawalla’s poetry that does
notillustrate thethesis, and thentops this

with the comment that through rhyme
and assonance, Jussawalla transforms
“Language into history” (127). This re-
viewer did not know that language was
anything but history.

Thechoices that editors of anthologies
make cannot be easy, especially when
dealing with poets in India, modern or
otherwise. Each of the terms modern,
Indian, and poet, must have harassed
Mehrotra. The published work, however,
gives us the choices he has made, not his
agonization over meanings. A caustic
critic of Brian Aldiss’ history of science
fiction once said that three-fourths of the
book are spent in getting to the 1930s,
while the next forty years, when ninety-
five per cent of all readable science fiction
was written, aredismissed ina few pages.
The effect is to virtually reject the bulk of
scifi in favour of some well established
works. With alittle modification hereand
there, a similar criticism could be made of
Mehrotra’s Twelve Modern Indian Poets.
He has had, he says, the “opportunity to
revise the literary map, bring neglected
works back into circulation, and shift the

emphasis from certain poets to others”
(preface). Yet what we get in this book is
the canonized (Ezekiel, Mahapatra,
Ramanujam, Daruwalla, Moraes) and
canonization in process (Agha Shahid
Ali).

There would be nothing wrong with
thisexceptthatofthetwelve poets, eleven
aremen, eight have studied, lived, or still
live in the US or England, nine are above
fifty years old and the youngest will be
forty next year. There must be someother
answers to the difficult question of what
modern and Indian mean. Maybe poets
don’thaveto bealivetobe modern. Maybe
they don’t have to be half a centuryold to
be good. Maybe women can talk about
India. Maybe, even, those who have not
seen India as expatriates have a point or
two to make. But let me not carp. Thereis,
after all, much good in the selection.

Shobhana Bhattacharji has been teaching
English at the Jesus and Mary College, Delhi
University since 1970, and is currently en-
gaged in research on Byron’s drama.

« Adi Sankara and Sri Aurobindo/V. Narayan
Karan Reddy
A Study in contrast of two great Indian thinkers
- Adi Sankara and Sri Aurobindo. Sankara
showed the path of liberation and Sri
Aurobindo that of transformation and total
change. Rs.70

An Analytical Approach to Problems of
Indian Agricutture: A Theoretical and
System Approach/B.H. Joshi

Discusses the issues that face'Indian
agriculture and delineates changes that took
placa in agriculture since 1947. Analyses most
of the agricuttural problems in theoretical
framework with system approach. Rs. 995

- British Parliamentary Papers Relating to
India 1662-1947 in 3 Vols./Adrian Sever
A complete listing of British parfiamentary
papers and acts of parfiament relating to British
involvement on the sub-continent of India. In
three volumes. (Set) Rs. 1600

Dr. Ambedkar and Punjab/D.C. Ahir ~

« NEW BOOK « NEW BOOK - NEW BOOK - NEW BOOK «

+ Fashion Styles of Ancient India: A Study of
Kalinga from Earliest Times to 16th Century
AD.R.P. Mohapalra
A study of Orissa’s costumes and coiffures from
First century to the beginning of 16th century
based on archaeological and literary evidence.
New light on a hitherto neglected subject.

Rs. 950

- lconography of Siva: With Special Reference
to Select Temples in Northern Andhra/
A Kamala Vasini
A study of Siva lconography as it obtained in the
northern districts of Andhra Pradesh. Pertains to
twenty-five select temples. Reveals facts which
did not come to light before. Rs. 950

o L A in the ESL Cl. A
Study in Curriculum design/S. Ramadevi
An exploratory look into the relationship between
language use and innovative thinking.

Rs. 180

+ Natha Cult and Mahanad: A Study in
SyncretisnVP.K. Bandyopadhyay
A signi ph in the Socio-Cultural

Gives an over-all view of the deep rel: P
that was forged between Dr. B.R. Ambedkar,

saviour of the down-trodden, and the people of
Punjab. Rs. 125

+ The ELT Curriculum: Emerging lssues/
S. Ramadevi & Others (Ed.)
Resuit of an international seminar held in
February 1988. Reflects development in ELT
during the 1980s. Includes some valuable
papers presented at the seminar. Rs. 175

Scenario of India, it is believed to have emerged
as a mingling of the Saivite tradition and a local
cultin Bengal. Rs.120

+ Ranganathan: A Multi-Faceted Personality/
P.S.G. Kumar
An attempt at analysing the multi-faceted &
personality of S.R. Ranganathan, a great
librarian teacher and author.
Rs. 190

Available At:

D.K. PUBLISHERS DISTRIBUTORS (P) LTD.
1, Ansari Road, Darya Ganj, New Delhi-110002.
Phones: 3261465, 3278368 Fax : 091-011-3264368

JANUARY 1993 ¢ 19



Translator Silhouettes

Adil Jussawalla

THE REBEL'S SILHOUETTE

By Faiz Ahmed Faiz. Translated by Agha Shahid Ali
Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 1992, pp. 61, Rs 70.00

R eaders in the English-speaking
West have been lucky to have
had at least three gifted transla-
torsof Faiz—V.G.Kiernan, Naomi Lazard
and Agha Shahid Ali. They have also
been a little unlucky. I can't recall Ki-
ernan’s introduction, butin their enthusi-
asm for their subject, both Lazard and Ali
makeFaiz out tobea subcontinental giant
rather than what he quite specifically
was—Hindustani, as much a product of
Hindustani culture as, say, another im-
portant contemporary, Gopalkrishna
Adiga, is of southern culture. The North
hardly knows Adiga. So, when Alispeaks
of Faiz being “a very popular poet in the
Indian subcontinent, lionized by theliter-
ary elite as well as the masses”, we know
he is speaking of his popularity within a
certain region of the North, Bangladesh,
and the Urdu-speaking sectors of India.
Western readers don't always know this
because “the subcontinent” can be a
wonderfully undifferentiated term.
Lazard goes further. “In our (western)
culture,” shesays, “poetry s occasionally
settomusic but then itis usually a form of
high art; not for popular consumption. In
the Hindu and Moslem world it is differ-
ent.People who barely haveaneducation
know Faiz’s poetry, not only because of
the songs using his lyrics but also the
poems themselves. This is testimony to
the oral tradition of their culture but also
to the universality of his appeal. . . He
was, by the British act of Partition, a
Pakistani, but his peoplearethe people of
all India, Pakistan, the entire subconti-
nent. Anyone who knows any poetry at
allin that vast region knows of Faiz.”

Wemay wish it were true but we sense
it differently. Many in this vast region—
and it includes tribals—continue to com-
pose poetry as though Faiz never existed.
And even if we know of Faiz, there are
fewer people who know him as a poet
than western readers may be given to
understand. My information tells me he
hasn’t been adequately translated in sev-
eral Indian languages.

It may seem to be a trivial point—that
western readers geta rosier pictureof our
poets than the situation warrants but [
don’t think it is. It is a matter of great
importance both for us and for them to
get the picture right. So much has not
been done by getting it wrong. In our

understanding of subcontinental culture,
translations should have played a piv-
otal role, but they haven’t. In that sense,
every new translation of Faiz has been
welcome.

Lazard’s and Ali’s differ so much that
it is sometimes difficult to believe that
one is reading versions of the same poem.
Ali’s readings are more focussed than
Lazard’s and considerably lighten some
of the more rhetorical devices of Urdu
poetry, just as Faiz himself did. Ali con-
fesses his difficulty with the ghazal, pre-
ferring a free verse form to the stringent
order of the original Urdu. He is frank
enough to admit that in the process, “the
magic of the form is missing.”

This brings us back to another prob-
lem of translation. If the ghazal is “just
about impossible” to translate into Eng-
lish (Ali’s words,though it seems, from
the example of John Hollander whom he
quotes and the Australian poet Christo-
pher Mooney’s work, that it is certainly
possible to write one in English), then is it
just about impossible to translate it into
some subcontinental languages too?
Would the metrical systems of Tamil,
say, not be able to support it? Is there
something so specific to certain poetic
forms that they don’t travel well, even
within the subcontinent?

Such questions can only be resolved
by fresh attempts at translation. One of
Ali’s virtues is that he makes even the
best-known of Faiz’s poems shine anew.
Poems like “Don’t Ask Me for that Love
Again”, “August 1952”2 “A Prison Eve-
ning” and “Black Out” make at least this
reader want to re-learn Urdu. Another
virtue (a feat, I think, considering that itis
the translator’s greatest temptation) is
that Ali studiously tries not to mix his
own voice with Faiz’s. The lyrical swoops
and cadences by which his own impres-
sive work proceeds is not part of the Faiz
structure so he leaves them out, favour-
ing neat, occasionally prosaic lines which
come straight to the point. Readers may
find Lazard's translations more sumptu-
ous but Ali’s are clearer. He unclouds
Faiz for our gaze and without making a
greatdeal of fuss overthesilhouette makes
us marvel at the man.

Adil Jussawalla is a poet of repute.

ROOTED
IN MODERNITY

Mohammed Ali Siddiqui

THE NEW STORY
By Sukrita Paul Kumar

Indian Institute of Advanced Study,
Shimla, in association with Allied Pub-
lishers Ltd., New Delhi, 1990, pp. 136,

Rs. 100.00

S in her earlier book Conversations

On Modernism to effectively elicit
perceptions of well-known writers, crit-
ics and philosophers on literary modern-
ism. She has earned a name for herself in
the field of English literary criticism of
Urdu and Hindi short stories. Her latest
work The New Story is her own dispas-
sionate scrutiny of modernism in Hindi
and Urdu fiction.

A poet, painter, and a well-known
critic in her own right, Dr. Kumar has
tried to determine whether modernism
in Urdu and Hindi fiction has evolved as
a legitimate response to the changing
social situation and the influence of west-
ern thought, or if it has roots in the sub-
continental tradition of story-telling. She
does not agree with critics who dismiss
modernism in Indian literature as an off-
shootof the colonial sway over our minds.
Rather than thinking of it as a ‘cultural
sell-out’ she suggests thata much greater
critical attention be directed at examining
the conceptual and philosophical
framework within which modernism
got evolved here along with its socio-

ukrita Paul Kumar had done well

"“The Indian woman t00 has been caught
intheclash between tradition and moder-
nity. She has to bear the burden of the
past along with the aspirations to clear
her own path of existence. Her awaken-
ing consciousness seeps through the
redefining of such images as that of Seeta,
Rukmani and Draupadi. The generally
rather resilient woman finds herself in
conflicting situations, wondering how
much to conform, how to break away to
assert one’s individuality and how to
resolve the question of self-identity.”

Extract from ‘The New Story’

political and cultural ethos.

This monograph, written for ore of
the most prestigious research institutes
in the Third World, isa painstaking piece
of work. Kumar has gleaned from a vast

corpus of Urdu and Hindi fiction in an

SHORT STORY / POETRY

attempt to prove that an important genre
in these two literary traditions needs to
be studied together. The author attempts
a conceptual grasp of ‘modernism’ by
keeping a number of modern short sto-
ries in Hindi and Urdu under a lens cho-
sen and determined entirely by the kind
of response the short story under scru-
tiny evokes.

The selection of stories that Kumar
looks at seems to prove that modernity in
Urduand Hindi short story sits well with
tradition. She contends that modernism
does not make its appearance in Hindi
and Urdu fiction inas dramatic a manner
as it does in Englisn literature. A coura-
geous confrontation with the moment or
the ‘now’ is what it is all about in the
Indian context, not the make-believe
world of the future, or a re-living of the
obsolete past, though the awareness of
‘now” as Wazir Agha puts it, contains in
itself a sense of the past and a foresight
into the future.

Some stories do sound a bit forced, as
though tradition and modernity were not
at home with each other. In this, the au-
thor hasnotidentified the harvest of short
stories which may be classed under fads
that mushroom, soon to disappear. There
isagreatdeal of difference betweenbeing
‘modern” and being a ‘modernist’. Ac-
cording to Roger Fry, the formeris a way
of improving upon a tradition and hence
growing withit whilethe latterisamethod
of turning the tables on tradition and
taking on a confrontationist posture.

The study is divided into 5 chapters:
Tradition and the Modernist Temper;
Literary Modernism and some Partition
Stories; Cognition of the Self; Woman as
Hero; The Use of Myths, and the Ques-
tion of Form. Dr. Kumar has drawn upon
the writings of eminent English, Hindi
and Urdu critics and the extent of her ref-
erential support, given at the end of each
chapter, is quite impressive. Though one
cannot call this work definitive, Kumar
has, in undertaking this work, established
her credentials as a researcher of high
calibre.

Her main contention is that modern-
ism is not an off-shoot of the British Raj
but has indigenous roots. She has suc-
cessfully driven her point home. The fact
of the matter is that traditional moulds
may prove insufficient when it comes to
an exploration of contemporary reality.
Modernism just relaxes those moulds to
let the weeds grow along with the flow-
ers. Kumar has done well to make a case
for it.

Mohammed Al Siddiqui,ahighlyacclzimed
literary critic from Pakistan in English and
Urdu is an editor of a prestigious magazine
dealing primarily with Third World economic
issues. Writingas “Ariel” for the well-known
Pakistan daily Dawn, he is a prolific writer
probing into crucial literary questions. He
has a number of critical works to his credit
including his two well-known books, Nisha-
naat and Tawazum. He wields tremendous
following in his pioneering studies of modern
Urdu literature.

20 ¢ THE BOOK REVIEW / VOLUME XVII NUMBER 1




A HEeroic STRUGGLE REMEMBERED

Shama Futehally

ANANDI GOPAL

By SJ. Joshi. Translated from Marathi by Asha Damle

Stree Publications, Calcutta, 1992, pp. 271, Rs 85.00

nandi Gopalis thename ofa Mara-

thi novel by the distinguished

writer S.]. Joshi. Based on intense
research, it recreates the life of Anandibai
Gopal Joshi, one of the band of remark-
able Maharashtrian women of the nine-
teenth century. In 1877 Anandi sailed to
America with the goal of becoming In-
dia’s first woman doctor. Three years later,
having achieved her end, she returned
“to help the women of India”, but suc-
cumbed tragically to tuberculosis very
shortly afterwards.

To understand what this book teaches
us, it is necessary to examine the actual
story in some detail. Anandi (Yamu as
she was known in childhood) was born
into the family of a down-and-out land-
lord of Kalyan, near Bombay. With the
approach of puberty Yamu increasingly
became a worry, especially as she was
dark and slightly pock-marked. Fate pre-
sented itself in the form of a young man
who was so eccentric that he wanted to
marry awidow—obviously, therefore, he
was one for whom anything would do. A
match was set up. Gopalrao was a postal
clerk—thin, slight and unprepossessing.
Moreover he had wild ideas about edu-
cating his wife. It was, therefore, after a
great deal of typically Indian confusion,
evasiveness and mutual insult that the
wedding took place. (There was also
farce—from a variety of tangled motives
Gopalrao hid away from his own wed-
ding, causing the firsttraumaof Anandi’s
married life.)

Now Gopalrao was indeed a “re-
former”, at least under his own roof.
Having failed in his reformist goal of
marrying a widow, he became genuinely
obsessed by the desire to educate a
woman, i.e. the only woman available to
him. The emerging portrait makes it
clear—and this is one of the insights
provided by this close viewing of life—
that a reformer can be as demonic and
oppressive as anyone else. At the time of
the wedding, Gopalrao’s in-laws had as-
sumed that all that talk about education
only meant that he was slightly touched
in the head. When they found that it was
seriéus, and that this was really going to
be the fate of a good Brahmin girl, they
naturally began to mourn as if she were
dead. Thelittle girl became a pawn in the
tussle between the two, terrified of her
husband’s anger when she could not go

to him with her slate, and cruelly taunted
by everyone else if she did. (Imagine, a
wife going to her husband’s room in the
middle of the day!) Indeed, the descrip-
tion at this stage of Anandi’s sheer
physical terror is one of the most moving
parts of the book.

Finally Gopalraodecided thathecould
bear his in-laws no longer and had him-
self transferred to Alibaug. There, iso-
lated except for an unexpectedly coop-
erative grandmother who chose to stay
with them, he was able to start on Anandi
afresh. This time his tutoring lit an unex-
pected spark in his child-wife. Beginning
with a jumble of geography and myths
and sums, she was soon delirious with

an American family gave her the oppor-
tunity to do so.

Her threeyearsin America meant very
great hardship, partly because of the
unconcealed racial prejudice she faced
and partly because of her own poverty.
Bound by a promise to her husband, she
continued to wear saries even in winter
and to eat, although it was hardly avail-
able, vegetarian food so she was always
cold and hungry. Her poverty compelled
her to live in a smoke-filled room, which
almost certainly contributed to theillness
which brought such an early and futile
end to her struggles.

The facts of the story make it clear that
Anandi was an extraordinarily intelli-
gent and complex woman—capable of
staunch loyalty to a very difficult hus-
band, ableto discard traditions with ease,
yet following them for the sake of her
close relationships, able finally to under-
stand that thedistortionsin her husband’s
personality stemmed from his being far
ahead of his time. However, we have to
“divine” this complexity for ourselves
from the myriad details given, rather than
learn of it through analysis of any sort.
This appears to be a particularly Indian
method of story-telling—to supply hun-
dreds of tiny pictures, as in a folk paint-
ing, leaving it to the viewer or reader to
draw them together. Personally I find ita

The facts of the story make it clear that Anandi was an extraordinarily intel-
ligent and complex woman—capable of staunch loyalty to a very difficult
husband, able to discard traditions with ease, yet following them for the sake
of her close relationships, able finally to understand that the distortions in her
husband’s personality stemmed from his being far ahead of his time. How-
ever, we have to “divine” this complexity for ourselves from the myriad
details given, rather than learn of it through analysis of any sort. This appears
to be a particularly Indian method of story-telling—to supply hundreds of
tiny pictures, as in a folk painting, leaving it to the viewer or reader to draw
them together. Personally I find it a very charming method and much more
complex than it appears, like a Bhupen Khakar painting.

her new freedom to learn.

The rest of the book details their joint,
and insatiable, quest for knowledge, and
their unrelieved isolation from those
around them. The hatred and vengeance
of Brahmin society against Anandicomes
out very strongly: if she went out for a
walk the neighbours would collectattheir
windows to jeer. (I only learnt from this
book that an immediate reason for the
vicious prejudice against women’s edu-
cation was the assumption thatas soon as
awoman could read and write she would
enter into adulterous correspondence.)
Therefore the Joshis had no callers, no
friends, no life other than their books.
Anandi’s only baby had died shortly af-
ter birth. Seeing almost no future for their
efforts in India, Anandi decided to take
the plunge and leave for medical studies
in America when achance encounter with

very charming method and much more
complex than it appears, like a-Bhupen
Khakar painting, At any rate, we learn of
the contradictions of Gopalrao’s charac-
ter through the same methods. He was
indeed ahead of his time; the deadness

and lethargy of the Joshi household.

caused him almost physical suffering:

He got sick of that old mouldy house
and Ganpatrao. Ganpatrao spent all
his life in worshipping his deities,
going to the temple and eating sweet,
stuffed chapatis. Grandmother,
Anandi’s mother spent all their lives
in front of the stove, cooking, chop-
ping vegetables, rolling out chapatis,
producing children. ... one every year.
.. He felt trapped.

He often shouts in frustration at the
household that he would give up: “Letus

MARATHI FICTION

all sleep and sleep and sleep.” His tor-
menting of Anandi arose from a genuine
terror that she would fall prey tothe same
lethargy—yet it was torment nonethe-
less. He wanted equality for her in theory
but was incapable of an equal relation-
ship in fact—their relation was one of
teacher and pupil, with occasional sexual
assaults on his part which were not un-
like his intellectual assaults. Later, he
reacted to her achievements with a com-
bination of jealousy and emotional black-
mail; and his reaction to the racial preju-
dice of the West was the weak one of
reverting to Hindu dogma.

Theseareall factors ofamind intrans-
lation, and they demonstrate very clearly
how social struggle is accompanied by
distortion, contradiction, and lack of bal-
ance. The struggle remains heroic
nonetheless. We have not progressed so
very far that we canafford to forgetabout
women like Anandi, and Asha Damle is
to be thanked for making this carefully
abridged version available to a non-
Marathi readership.

I am sorry to have to end with the
usual plaintive bleat about language.
However, it is impossible not to notice
the stilted vocabulary, monrotonous
rhythm and unvarying sentence-struc-
ture of this translation:

~ Gapalrao sat uncomfortably on the
chair opposite. He felt so shabby and
completely out of place. He wanted
the whole episodetobeoverand done
with as quickly as possible. He said
hesitantly that he had come to see the
girl.

This book, after all, is about overcom-
ing the timidity and diffidence which
comes fromliving inthecolonial shadow.
Its language should reflect the maturity
and confidence of its theme.

Shama Futehally is a well-known writer
and critic.
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Dr Dalip Kaur Tiwanais a counter-
part of the poetess Amrita Pritam
in Punjabi letters. What Amrita
Pritam says in verse, Dr Tiwana depicts
eminently in fiction; as much in short
stories as in novels. Both are given to
talking about the plight of the weaker sex
in the man-made society around us. The
only difference is that while Amrita Pri-
tam’s milieu is mainly urban, at times
even universal,Dalip Tiwana is rooted in
the soil, her own tradition and folklore,
economic exploitation of and the social
curbs inflicted upon the second sex in so-
ciety in Punjab.

Author of 17 novels, Dalip Tiwana has
also published her own autobiographyin
four parts of which the first part Nange
Pairanda Safar (Barefoot Journey) hasbeen
published in translation in English and
Hindi.

Dr Tiwana won the coveted Sahitya
Akademi Award with her second novel
Eh Hamara Jeewna (This My Life). And she
has not looked back ever since, regaling
her readers with volume after volume
with a constant flow of creativity.

A university professor,having served
as chairperson of the School of Punjabi
Studies for several years, Dr Tiwana
combines erudite scholarship with a fac-
ile pen; a simple, unsophisticated, trans-
parent person, steering clear of the lime-
lightand unwarranted controversy, liter-
ary or otherwise.

With her doctorate on the Technique
and Development of the short story in
Punjabi, her grip over the genre is un-
doubtedly firm. As it is, the practitioners
of fiction who writeboth novels and short
stories are generally charged with mak-
ing every chapter of the novel complete
in itself,s0 that it reads like a short story;
on the other hand Dalip Tiwana’s novels
are so tightly constructed that they ap-
pear to be long short stories.

This is most true of her latest works:
Lang Gae Darya (The Rivers Crossed) and
Zimin Puchhe Asman (The Earth Asks the
Sky) published one after the other within
a gap of a few months.

Ihave alwaysbelived thatitisnotonly
the thought and beliefs of a writer that
find expression in his or her writing; the
personality of the writer is also reflected
in what comes out of his or her pen. This
isexemplified in Dr Tiwana’s work. Quiet
and serene, gentle and suave, the reader
can see her image in Dalip’s writing.
Emerging out of her preoccupation with
the trials and tribulations of Punjabi
womanhood, the author has of late in-
volved herself in two most compelling
themes of life in the Punjab today, more
particularly the Malwa region to which
she belongs.

Lang Gae Daryarelates to the decadent
society in the erstwhile princely state of
Patiala.' When peopledraw fromlife,  says
Dr Tiwana, ‘more than what they give,
life demands from their children more
than what they get’ Belonging to the
class which had easyaccess toroyalty, the
authorrecreatesvivid picturesofthetime

Landmarks in Punjabi Fiction

K.S. Duggal

under the rule of the legendary Maharaja
Bhupinder Singh.

The river is in flood. There is immi-
nent danger to the capital. The Maharaja
is advised to propitiate the deity. With a
tray full of gold bangles and a nose-
ring His Highness plunges into the roar-
ing river in person. The surging waters
are knee deep,then waist deep, then upto
the neck when all of a sudden a wave
risen and almost snatches the tray away
from the hands of the Maharaja. Lo and
behold, the miracle takes place. The wa-
ter starts receding.

The performance of Shakti Puja, with

‘theMaharaja and a select nobility partici-

pating in it, is a periodic practice in the
palace. A Bengali tantrik would make a
clay image and clothe it with rich gar-
ments and jewelry, then came the sacrifi-
cial slaughter of bulls,offering of liquor to
the deity and its distribution among the
participants—men and women—as
Prasad followed by a drinking spree.
Whenitis past-midnight, abevy of naked
virgins come in singing and dancing. As
the dance builds itself upto the climax,
there is the enactment of the sequence of
Srishti Rachana (the creation of universe)
in drunken frenzy.

In the tradition of the ancient benevo-
lent monarchs, the Maharaja along with
one of his darbaris goes out in the night
disguised as a commoner. He comes
across a party singing to the accompani-
ment of dholak and cymbals.On inquiry,
His Highness is told that they are devo-
tees of Kali Mata and that they are going
to Calcutta for celebration of Durga
Pooja.The Maharaja takes the train the
next morning and goes to Calcutta. A
fortnight later when the royal special
returns, it is with the deity purchased by
the state along with the pujari (priest)
duly employed. A temple is constructed
on the outskirts of the capital and the
image of Kali Mata installed in it.

At a banquet in Shimla, the Maharaja
meets the Punjab Governor’s charming
daughter. Late in the night when every-
one is dead drunk, the girl is whisked
away and outraged. How could the Brit-
ish ruler permit it! The Maharaja had to
part with Shimla and the adjoining terri-
tory of his state for his indiscretion.

The novel is packed with such star-
tling anecdotes.No wonder that as the
story moved towards the close,there is

neither the Maharaja nor the Rajand we
find an erstwhile princess marrying her
tutor, a commoner.

Zimin Puchhe Asman is a fascinating
attempt at portraying the scenario in the
strife-torn and militant-haunted Punjab
today. The scene is laid in the Punjabi
University, Patiala and its surroundings,
with teachers and students figuring in
it.One of them is the author, Dalip Ti-
wana herself. It shows how well-mean-
ing youth are led astray and are sooneror
later slaughtered by the security forces in
genuine and not-so-genuine encounters.
Sincethe participantsare university dons
and students, the argument is invariably
at adult level. Some examples:

‘Nowhere does the Anandpur Saheb
Resolution demand a state for the Sikhs;
what it asks for is the status for the Sikh
community that it had been promised.’

‘Madam, [ have nointerest in politics.I
never say any prayers. | never go to the
Gurudwara.Idonotknow whatdemands
the Sikh people have put forward. | have
never participated in any agitation but
thereis something in my blood. The dese-
cration of Akal Takht has hurt me deeply.
For the first time | have realized that Iam
a Sikh and 1 am proud of it

Thereare similar meaningful observa-
tions sprinkled all over the text:

‘Of late, the role of the police has
changed; they are there to serve the gov-
ernment only.”

‘The state that has been blessed with
rivers, has the prior right over their wa-
ters.’

‘What have we gained with the com-
ing into being of the Punjabi Suba? It is at
best like the paw of a sparrow. And now
they ask for Khalistan. The Centre should
let them have their way. They would die
fighting with each other.”

'If people say that Punjabi is not their
language,why must weramitdown their
throats? Let them forge links with Hindi
and merge in the mainstream.”

‘After all Guru Gobind Singh'’s chil-
dren were also killed by the rulers of the
day!

Many such remarks made by the pro-
tagonists throw light on the conditions
prevailing in the bedevilled state.

Author of more than 100 short
stories,published in a number of collec-
tions and recently brought out in an

omnibus volume entitled Merian Sarian

PUNJABI FICTION

Kahaniya, Dr Dalip Kaur Tiwana’s distin-
guishing feature as a short story writer is
her uncommon approach to common-
place themes and her severe economy of
expression. Even whiletalking aboutlove,
anoft-dealt with subject, shedecidesupon
out-of-the-way aspects of social life for
treatmentin her writing like asquabbling
attachmentbetweenasisterand a brother:
quarreling every moment, falling out at
every step and yet bound with the silken
thread of filial love: “Veera” (Brother)in
Vairage Nain (Love-Sick Eyes), or an un-
canny longing of two sisters in “Kurlandi
Koonj” (The Wailing Swallow). Indira
finds that Shahshi, her youngersister loves
Kamal from the core of her heart. Only a
sensitive artist of Tiwana’s background
could devise how Indira resolves this
dilemma. Even when it is mere infatu-
ation between a man and a woman,
Dalip’s treatment of it is skilfully sober
and yet in no way lacking in emotional
intensity. In “Tera Kamra; Mera Kamra”
(Your Room; My Room), a wall of bricks
and cement separates the lovers who can
never pick-up courage to divulge to each
other their longing for each other. Even-
tually they seem to be reconciled to the
fact that after all there was just a wall
between them. Is it not a blessing!

The manner in which Dr Tiwana
probes into the mind of the girl who was
engaged to be married to_the martyr
Bhagat Singh in her short story entitled
“Ik Kurri” (A Girl) in her collection Satyan
Sai (They Are theSatis) would docredit to
any practitioner of the short story. It is
only a writer of Dr Tiwana's sensibility
and moral candour who could delve into
the unfathomable recesses of agony and
dignity, steadfastness and devotion of a
young Punjabi maid. Every word of the
story appears to be soaked in tears.

Dr Dalip Kaur Tiwana made her de-
but as a short story writer in Punjabi
letters with her story “Maran Rut” (The
Death Season) in the fifties.It is the tale of
a love-lorn young girl Rachna who finds
the rainy season much too intoxicating to

* go to college for her studies; instead she

takes a bus and goes to a nearby town to

" meet her lover. Itis still too early.So what?

Sheis going to meet Arvind to whom she
has given her heart.On her way she ig-
noresabird hanging froman electric wire
on the roadside. Arvind’s apartment is
not far from the bus stand. She scales the
stairs. Knocks at the door. Thereis nore-
sponse. Sheknocksagain.The dooropens
and she finds another girl in Arvind’s
bed. ‘She is Sushma, a stenographer in
our office. . . It got late in the office last
night. .. I suggested she stay here for the
night. ./, Arvind tries to explain. ‘My
nameisRachna, Arvind’s would-be wife.”
Rachna introduces herself to Sushma.

Undoubtedly Dr Tiwana isa consum-
mate artist.

K.S. Duggal, a Punjabi writer, is the Presi-
dent of the Punjabi Writers Association.
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B ARCHAEOLOGY

South Asian Archaeology Studies

Edited by G.L. Possehl

The book contains 19 essays by leading
international archaeologists in recogni-
tion of the exemplary work by Walter A.
Fairservis.

Oxford & IBH., 1992, pp 266, Rs 450.00

M ART & ARCHITECTURE

Ellora. Concept and Style -

Text and photographs by Carmel Berk-
son

This is the first definitive co-ordinative
treatment of the world-famous rock cut
cavesatEllora. Its purpose is to introduce
amethodology for thestudy of Indianart.
Abhinav Publications and Indira Gandhi
National Centre for the Arts.,, 1992,
pp- 391.

W BIOGRAPHY

The last days of Sardar Patel

Vijay Tendulkar

This is the original film script written for
the feature film Sardar focussing on the
last years of his life. Focus Books, Popular
Prakashan, 1993, pp.216,Rs 75.00

B CHILDRENS BOOKS

Deep space and Other Stories:

Jaya Paramasivan

Illustrated by Suddhasattwa Basu
Science fiction adventures for young
readers.

Frank Educational Aids, 1992, pp, 72,
Rs 25.00

B CULTURE & PHILOSOPHY

India and Japan. A study in Interaction dur-
ing 5th Cent~14th Cent. AD."

Upendra Thakur

The present monograph deals with cul-
tural interaction between India and Ja-
paninthe field of religion, languages and
literature, art and painting. ;
Abhinav Publications, 1992, pp 98,
Rs 170.00 |

W ECONOMICS

Black Income in India

Suraj B. Gupta

Black income constitutes asignificantand
fast growing element in India’s economy
and has affected the entire gamut of eco-
nomic activity as well as the political
system.

Sage Publications, 1992, pp. 187, Rs 215.00

Planning for Social and Economic Develop-
ment

Edited by R. Bharadwaj and M.V.
Nadkarni

The volume comprises eighteen original
essays by eminent social scientists which
highlight the problems involved in plan-
ning for India’s social and economic
development.

Sage Publications, 1992, pp 274,Rs275.00

@ EDUCATION

What is Worth Teaching?

Krishna Kumar

This collection of lectures deals with the
character of school knowledge or cur-
riculum.

Orient Longman, 1992, pp. 74, Rs 45.00

Towards a Redefinition of the Education Policy
Edited by G. Ramakrishna

This book does not purport to be yet
another critique of the New Education
Policy- 1986 but it looks above and be-
yond to a larger perspective.

Madhu'’s Printers and Publishers, Banga-
lore, 1992, pp 320, Rs 300.00

B GENERAL

1000 North-Eastern Region Quiz

Pramila Pandit Barooah

This book will test your knowledge and
increase your understanding of the seven
north-eastern states of India.

Rupa Paperbacks, Rupa and Co., 1992,
pp. 181, Rs 30.00

Flavours From India

Thangam E. Philip

This book introduces the reader to the
subtle flavours of traditional dishes from
all over India.

Disha Books, Orient Longman Ltd. 1992,
pp- 124, Rs 35.00

M HISTORY & POLITICS

Indian Politics Under Mrs. Gandhi: Reflec-
tive Essays

P.M. Kamath

Thisisa collection of 22 essays written by
theauthor between 1971 and 1985 reflect-
ing on Mrs Gandhi'’s style of conducting
national politics.

South Asian Publishers, Delhi, 1993,
pp 166, Rs 150.00

M INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Tears of Blood. A Cry for Tibet

Mary Craig

This book tells the story of Tibet under
Chinese occupation with candour and
power. Itis based on careful researchand
interviews with large numbers of refu-
gees.

Indus Books, Harper Collins Publishers,
1992, pp. 374, Rs 100.00

Ethnicity and Politics in Central Asia
Edited by K. Warikoo and Dawa Norbu
This study presents an integrated view of

the developments taking place in Central
Asia and has contributions from well
known Indian specialists.

South Asian Publishers Pvt Ltd., Delhi,
1993, pp. 291, Rs 300.00

HLAW

MRTP Law. Principles, Provisionsand Cases
[Amended upto 2nd October 92.]

Dr D.P.S. Verma

Provides simple, concise and yet com-
plete treatment of this fast growing area
of law.

Manas Publications, 1992, pp. 279,
Rs 110.00

Dishonour of Cheques. Liability Civil and
Criminal. 11 Edition.

S.N. Gupta )

The book will be an asset to members of
the legal profession dealing with such
cases on the civil or criminal side.
Universal Book Traders, 1992, pp 293,
Rs. 145.00 :

M LITERATURE

In An Antique Land

Amitav Ghosh

Packed with anecdote and exuberant
detail, this traveller’s tale provides magi-
cal insights into Egypt from the Crusades
to Operation Desert Storm.

Ravi Dayal Publisher, 1992, pp. 393,
Rs. 150.00

On Poets and Others

Octavio Paz

Essays on Baudalaire, Bunuel, Dos-
toyevsky, Frost, Sartre, Solzhenitsyn,
Whitman and others translated by
Michael Schmidt.

Indus Books, Harper Collins Publishers,
1992, pp 219, Rs 70.00

One Earth, Four or Five Worlds. Reflections
on Contemporary History

Octavio Paz

Here Paz investigates with wit and inci-
siveanalysis the systems and nations that
run our world.

Indus Books, Harper Collins Publishers,
1992, pp. 213, Rs 70.00

The Collected Poems 1957~1987 of Octavio
Paz

Edited by Eliot Weinberger

Paz is Latin America’s foremost living
poet and this work is a bilingual gather-
ing of all the poetry he has published in
book form since 1957.

Indus Books, Harper Collins Publishers,
1992, pp. 669, Rs 100.00

Stories and Poems

S. Radhika

A first volume of writings by the author
who started writing at a very young age.
Writers Workshop, 1992, pp. 33, Rs 50.00

The Blue Devil. Indigo and Colonial Bengal
Amiya Rao and B.G. Rao

Neel Darpan is a Bengali play written in
the middle of the nineteenth century and
has acquired a considerable reputation
both for its revolutionary contentand the
kind of reaction it evoked from the colo-
nial Britishgovernmentand its then colo-

- nised people. This volume containsa use-

ful historical account followed by atrans-
lation of the play by Dinabandhu Mitra.
Oxford University Press, 1992, pp. 271,
Rs 280.00

Masumatti And Other Stories
Translated by Kadambi Hayagrivachar
A collection of Kannada short stories

| selected and translated by Prof. Hayagri-

vachar
Premasai Prakashana, 1992, pp. 196,
Rs. 40.00

Di ions of Socio-linguisticsin South Asia
Papers in memory of Gerald Kelley.
Edited by Edward C. Dimock, Braj B.
Kachru and Bh. Krishnamurti.

This volume brings together 24 specially
commissioned papers on a rather .ne-
glected aspect of South Asian Linguistics.
Oxford of IBH., 1992, pp 347, Rs 395.00.

8 MANAGEMENT

A Grammar of Public Enterprises: Exercises
in Clarification

Ramaswamy R. Iyer.

The book, as its title and subtitle indicate
is essentially clarifactory in intention. It
formulates certain basic questions and
examines them.

Centre for Policy Research and Rawat
Publications, Jaipur, 1992, pp. 202,
Rs 200.00 .

Innovative Corporate Turnarounds

Pradip N. Khandwalla

This book explores the phenomenology
of turnaround management—the causes
of sickness, the kinds of actions that char-
acteriseturnaround and the interrelation-

- ships between different turnaround ac-

tions.
Sage Publications, 1992, pp. 229,Rs250.0C

W MEDIA

Doordarshan Aur Samajik Vikas
Jagdishwar Chaturvedi
W.Newmanand Co. Ltd., Calcutta, 1991,
pp- 192, Rs. 75.00

M RELIGION

B

An Introduction to the History of Sufism
Arthur ]. Arberry

Sufi studies have made considerable
progress in the fifty years since this book
was first published and yet the Sir Abdul-
lah Suhrawardy Lectures by Dr Arberry
is a classic work.

Orient Longman Ltd.,

1992, pp. 84,
Rs 60.00 :
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‘Gujaratsecuredsecond placein 20-Point Programmeinthe country.

UNDER THE DYNAMIC LEADERSHIP OF CHIEF MINISTER,
SHRI CHIMANBHAI PATEL GUJARAT RANKS SECOND

AMONG INDIAN STATES IN THE EFFECTIVE
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 20-POINT PROGRAMME.

SHRIP.V.NARASIMHA RAO
PRIME MINISTER

Following are the highlights of
success in implementing
various items of the Twenty
Point Programme in Gujarat
during 1991-92.

Houses for Poor : Set target of
1200. Achievement 1946.
Success 162%

Energising Wells : Set target
of 15,100. Achievement 23,771
Success 157%.

Tree Plantation : Set target of
2,400 lakh trees, Achievement
3,761.43 lakh tress, success
157%

Allotment of House Plots : Set
target of 30,000. Achievement
39,795. Success 133%.

=
=i

Economic Aid for providing
justice to Scheduled castes
and Scheduled tribes families
: Set target for benefiting
families 70,000. Achieveinent
90,140. Success 129%.

Providing facilities for
construction of houses : Set
target for benefiting persons
20,000. Achievement 25,112.
Success 126%.

Installing Blo-gas Plants : Set
target of plants 28,000.
Achievement 32,680. Success
117%.

Integrated Rural Deveiopment
Programme : Set target of
beneficiaries 68,228.Achievement
70,008. Success 103%.

Providing Clean Drinking
Water : Set target villages 630.
Achievement 638.Success 101%.

Immunisation for Infants : Set
target of 10,23,175 infants.
Achievement 10,21,926 infants.
Success 100%.

Profiding seven basic facilities
to Slum Dwellers: Set target of
Sium Dwellers 40,000
Achievement 40,129. Success
100%.
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